


allegiance has ramifications too important to be out of bounds to
rational inquiry. There is no polite way of saying “Excuse me, but
have you ever considered the possibility that you've devoted your
life to a fantasy, and blinded yourself to the moral dubiety of your
allegiance to a institution that does more harm than good?” But
we need to ask people this question in as many different ways as

to indoctrinate the children under their authority.
I am still finding time to work on my primary goal of enlarg- [

ing our understanding of how our brains generate the phenom-

ena of consciousness. My collection of essays, Sweet Dreams:

Philosophical Obstacles to a Science of Consciousness (2005), was

it takes to capture people’s attention.

Now, in 2008, the corner seems to have
been turned. In just the last two years dozens
of utterly ignorable and forgettable books
have been published attacking the New Athe-
ists —a sure sign that their message is being
heeded — yet the ranks of public agnostics and [
atheists now outnumber the years of
Methuselah. We are not quite ready to elect a
bright to national office, but bright senators,
representatives and governors are in the
offing. There is still the large and important
project of steering the new openness about ~,
religion in effective directions, and I am devoting ﬁnthu time

to my project of establishing a system of compulsory education
about the world’s religions for all children in the United States,
on the grounds that the toxic forms of religious fanaticism all
depend on the enforced ignorance of the young. Oblige their

elders to inform them about the varieties of religion, and lack of

religion, in the world, and they will find it much more difficult
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something of a progress report. But more is in the works, along
- | with supporting work on such under-studied
phenomena as humor and delusions. The whole
{ shebang was almost brought to a close in Octo-
| ber 2006 when my aorta suddenly ‘dissected’
.| (the inner lining separated from the outer, cre-
ating an aneurysm that is usually fatal in a few
hours). Fortunately, swift and brilliant medical
| intervention not only saved my life but gave me
| some bionic replacements, a carbon-fiber aortic
A valve and a Dacron aorta, that have me back in
action — not just at my desk, but on my tractor,
racing my sailboat, and playing third-rate golf.
| 2009 will be Darwin Year all around the world,
and I will be dashing around trying to say new and interesting
things about the many illuminations of our lives made possible
by Darwin’s “strange inversion of reasoning.”
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