
 
 

2009 SOFTBALL NOTES 

 
A Not So Regular Season 

 The Tufts Softball team’s 35-game winning streak to open the 2009 season is the second-longest 

winning streak in NCAA Division III Softball statistical history (since 1990). St. Thomas won 43 in a 

row from March 2004 to March 2005. Tufts’ 35-0 start was the best-ever to begin a season in that era … 

The Jumbos did not lose until the final date of the regular-season at Brandeis on April 28 in the second 

game of a double-header by a 2-1 score … Tufts returned home from their annual season-opening trip to 

California (March 15-20) with a 12-0 record … They won five of the first six games in their New 

England schedule by the eight-run mercy rule … With a 7-4 win in a New England Small College 

Athletic Conference (NESCAC) East Division game at Trinity College on April 5, Tufts set a new 

program record with 21 consecutive victories … In their closest day of competition during the regular 

season, Tufts defeated Wellesley College 6-5 and Eastern Connecticut State University 2-0 both on 

April 12 at Wellesley. Trailing 3-2 against Wellesley entering the sixth, the Jumbos scored four runs in 

the top of the sixth and then held off the Blue in the bottom of the seventh, leaving the bases loaded. 

Against Eastern, Tufts scored its two runs in the top of the seventh to win … At Bowdoin April 17-18, 

the Jumbos finished off their fifth straight NESCAC East Division pennant with a 12-0 record. Tufts is 

48-4 against the NESCAC East since 2005 … On Seniors’ Day at Spicer Field April 25, Tufts turned 

back a challenge from #3 in New England Endicott College, who entered as winners of 16 in a row, with 

4-1 and 8-5 victories. 

 

 

NESCAC Three-peat 

As the #1 team in the NESCAC East, Tufts University hosted the NESCAC Softball 

Championships May 1-3 at Spicer Field. Tufts won its third consecutive NESCAC championship and 

played in its fifth straight conference tournament final. They won this year’s tournament with a 9-3 win 

over Williams in the first round, a 6-1 win against Wesleyan in the winner’s bracket game and an 8-2 

victory over Wesleyan in the championship game. The Jumbos have won six conference titles overall in 

the nine-year existence of the event. NESCAC has sponsored a championship tournament since 2001. 

 

 

Regional run-away 

 Seeded first at the 2009 NCAA New England Regional hosted by Endicott College in Beverly, 

Massachusetts, Tufts swept through the field to win its second NCAA regional championship. The first 

came in 2000 … The Jumbos wasted no time in their pursuit of an NCAA Division III Regional Softball 

Championship as they defeated Husson University, 17-1, in game one on May 7. Tufts had a 10-run 

third inning and finished with 21 hits … Senior 2B Danielle Lopez (Danvers, MA) cracked a two-run 

home run to left-center field in the top of the ninth inning, leading Tufts to a dramatic 3-1 victory over 

Emerson College in the winner’s bracket of the 2009 NCAA Division 3 Softball Championship 

Regional on May 8 … Tufts scored five runs in the second inning en route to a 9-2 win over third-

seeded Coast Guard in the winners’ bracket final of the 2009 NCAA Division III Softball New England 

Regional on May 9 … The Jumbos cranked out 15 hits and scored five runs in the top of the seventh as 

they sunk Coast Guard, 10-1, in the regional final on May 10 to advance to the 2009 NCAA Division III 



Softball Championships in Montclair, New Jersey … For the regional tournament, Tufts outscored its 

opponents 39-5 and batted .394 as a team. Lopez, senior 3B Samantha Kuhles (Somerville, NJ), senior 

CF Laura Chapman (Seattle, WA) and senior catcher Cara Hovhanessian (Farmington, CT) were named 

to the All-Tournament Team at the Regional. 

 

 

History in the making 

The team’s 42-1 record entering the NCAA Championship Round is a .977 winning percentage. 

The NCAA Record Book lists Trinity College’s 15-0 season in 1990 as the best single-season winning 

percentage. The College of New Jersey is listed second with a 48-2 record (.960) in 1992. Central is 

third at 38-2 (.950) from 1993 … The 42 wins are a Tufts record, 12 more than the previous mark of 31 

set in 2007 and 1995 … The Jumbos’ .974 fielding percentage is also an historic mark. In the 2009 

NCAA Softball Record Book, a .974 fielding percentage is listed among the top 30 all-time for a season 

(since 1990).  

 

 

Award winners 

 The Tufts University softball team, which dominated the regular-season in New England this 

spring, earned 11 honors when the 2009 NESCAC All-Conference Teams were released. Senior Lauren 

Gelmetti (Westfield, NJ) was selected as Pitcher of the Year, senior CF Laura Chapman (Seattle, WA) 

was voted Defensive Player of the Year and Cheryl Milligan was named Coach of the Year … Jumbos 

also occupied five spots on the All-NESCAC first team and three on the second team. Chapman and 

Gelmetti were two of the Jumbo First Teamers. Also earning those accolades were senior RF Maya 

Ripecky (Chicago, IL), sophomore pitcher Izzie Santone (Madison, CT) and junior shortstop Casey 

Sullivan (Berlin, CT). Gelmetti made the first team for the second time, including 2007. Santone was 

Rookie of the Year and a first team selection last season. Sullivan was Rookie of the Year in 2007 and a 

first teamer as well that year. Chapman garnered second team recognition in 2006. On the All-NESCAC 

second team this spring were first-year DP/1B Lena Cantone (Southington, CT), senior catcher Cara 

Hovhanessian (Farmington, CT) and senior 2B Danielle Lopez (Danvers, MA), who earned her sixth 

NESCAC post-season honor. She was Player of the Year and a first team pick in 2006, Rookie of the 

Year and first team in 2005 and a second team honoree in 2008. Hovhanessian is on the second team for 

the second year in a row … Milligan earned Coach of the Year recognition for the fourth time, including 

three in a row. She was Co-Coach of the Year last spring and earned the award outright in 2005 and 

2007 … The National Fastpitch Coaches Association (NFCA) All-Region teams sponsored by 

Louisville Slugger included five Jumbos making All-New England, including four on the first team. On 

the All-New England first team are Sullivan, Ripecky, Chapman and Cantone. Gelmetti was on the 

second team. 

 

 

Success on the field and in class 

Combining outstanding academics with stellar play on the softball diamond, three members of 

the Tufts University team have been voted on to the 2009 ESPN The Magazine Academic All-District 

teams for the Northeast. Tufts is the only school with three representatives on the College Division All-

District Academic teams, which include Division II and III institutions … Senior 2B Danielle Lopez 

(Danvers, MA) is on the College Division First Team for District 1 (Northeast), while senior 3B Sam 

Kuhles (Somerville, NJ) and senior OF Roni Herbst (Montclair, NJ) are on the Second Team. Lopez is 

now eligible for the Academic All-America team as a first teamer for the region. Academic All-District 

nominees must be starters or key reserves on their teams with at least a 3.30 cumulative grade point 

average. They are eligible after completing one full calendar year at their institution and reaching 



sophomore athletic eligibility. Lopez and Herbst are bio-psychology majors and Kuhles majors in 

biology … The 17-member team has six players with grade point averages of 3.49 or better, and 13 with 

grade point averages of 3.0 or better. 

 

 

Coach Cheryl Milligan 

A four-year starter at shortstop and an assistant coach for six years at Tufts, Milligan was 

promoted to head coach of the Jumbos in July 2003. In six seasons with the team, she has compiled a 

174-65 record (72.8 winning percentage) … She is a 1995 Tufts graduate who played every inning of 

the 120 games during her Tufts softball career. Her .377 career batting average is sixth all-time entering 

the 2009 season, and she was second on the team’s career runs scored list with 119. She’s the all-time 

walks leader with 84. Milligan was a member of the class that vaulted the softball program into annual 

post-season contention. The 1995 team hosted and won the ECAC North Championship, finishing with a 

record 31 wins that has since been broken … Cheryl is married to Jamie Pinzino, the head coach of 

Baseball at Bryant University. In their first year of Division I play this spring, Pinzino’s Bulldogs has 

posted an impressive 31-21 record through May 12. 

 

 

Perfect Pitcher 

Senior pitcher Lauren Gelmetti (Westfield, NJ) enters the NCAA Regional with a perfect 19-0 

record. No pitcher in NCAA Statistics history (since 1990) with more than 20 decisions has finished a 

season undefeated. Her sophomore teammate Izzie Santone (Madison, CT) enters the championship 

round with a 19-1 record.  

 

 

Record Haul 

 The 2009 Tufts Softball team has broken numerous program records for a season and career … 

Senior 3B Samantha Kuhles’ (Somerville, NJ) 527 at bats are a new career record (Senior 2B Danielle 

Lopez (Danvers, MA) has 525) … Senior RF Maya Ripecky’s (Chicago, IL) 45 runs scored are a new 

single-season record … Kuhles’ 143 career runs are a new record (Lopez has 141) … Ripecky’s 66 hits 

are tied for the single-season record … Kuhles’ 209 hits are the career record … Ripecky’s 16 doubles 

are the new single-season record … Lopez’s 43 doubles are a new career mark … Lopez’s 161 RBI are 

the career record … Senior CF Laura Chapman’s (Seattle, WA) 30 stolen bases are a new single-season 

record … Chapman’s 74 stolen bases are the career record … Lopez’s 163 games played are a new 

career record … Lopez’s 330 total bases are a new career record … Senior pitcher Lauren Gelmetti’s 

.868 career winning percentage (46-7) is the Tufts career record … Ripecky’s .482 average for the 

season entering the NCAA Championship Round would be a new Tufts record, surpassing Kelly 

Burke’s .462 from 1985 .. Lopez’s 47 RBI this season are one fewer than her single-season record of 48 

from 2006 … In the opening game against Cortland State, Ripecky, Sullivan and Lopez will tie the 

single-season record for games played with 44 … Ripecky’s 97 total bases this season are two shy of the 

single-season record … The Tufts team batting average of .378 is higher than the record of .372 from 

1985 … The team’s runs (338), hits (476), doubles (80), runs batted in (283), stolen bases (99) and total 

bases (657) are the most ever at Tufts. 

 

 

Other Jumbo Jottings 

The Jumbos were 10th in the nation in the 2009 National Fast-pitch Coaches Association 

(NFCA) pre-season poll, and are currently the #7 team in the May 6 poll … The team is one of New 

England’s most successful with 11 NCAA Tournament appearances and eight conference 



championships … This is their third consecutive season with 30 or more wins … Ranked by NCAA 

Tournament appearances, Softball is the most successful program in the school’s history despite its 

relatively short 24-year history. Tufts has played in 11 of the last 13 NCAA Tournaments, and in 2000 

the team advanced to the NCAA College World Series in Salem, Virginia. Current head coach Cheryl 

Milligan was an assistant coach on that team … Last year (2008), Tufts finished third at the NCAA 

Regional Tournament and was ranked #23 in the country in the NFCA final poll … … The program 

boasts nine All-Americans and seven of the last nine NESCAC Players of the Year. Jumbo accolades 

also include 31 First Team All Region award-winners and a multitude of second and third team awards 

during Milligan’s tenure … Known for their power at the plate, the Jumbos have been nationally ranked 

statistically in home runs, leading the nation in this category in 2005 … . They have 14 eight-run 

victories overall this season, and are 12-1 in games decided by three runs or fewer, including 3-0 in 

extra-inning games. 

 

 

About Tufts  

Located right outside of Boston, Tufts offers a well-rounded collegiate experience to student-

athletes. Within its picturesque small-college campus, Tufts is a major university with "an 

unprecedented diversity of programs, exceptional faculty and staff, and bright and talented students," 

according to President Lawrence S. Bacow. The Athletics Department sponsors a varsity program of 28 

sports that is among the most competitive in the NCAA’s Division III. Tufts finished 15th in the 2008 

U.S. Sports Academy Directors’ Cup, the award presented annually to the best overall collegiate 

athletics programs in the country. The University’s proximity to a world-class city renowned for its 

academic institutions is also a major draw. 

Founded in 1852, Tufts University is recognized among the premier universities in the United 

States. Tufts enjoys a global reputation for academic excellence and for the preparation of students as 

leaders in a wide range of professions. Recognized for its breadth of research, Tufts has extensive and 

highly regarded liberal arts, sciences and engineering programs that draw outstanding students from 

around the world with the highest academic achievement and standing. 

 More than 98 percent of enrolling students expect to pursue graduate or professional study. 

Approximately 40 percent of all undergraduates attending Tufts pursue course work outside the United 

States to add a strong international dimension to their field of study, and the university's language 

studies are both popular and rigorous. Tufts balances teaching with research, and students are 

encouraged to develop strong analytical skills. A growing number of innovative research initiatives and 

joint degree programs are available for both undergraduate and graduate students in liberal arts, sciences 

and engineering and the University's seven graduate and professional schools, including: 

 * The Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University (the only one in New 

England) with signature programs in international veterinary medicine; equine sports medicine; wildlife 

medicine; veterinary medicine ethics and values; and biotechnology; 

 * The distinguished Fletcher School, America's oldest graduate school for international relations; 

 * The globally renowned Gerald J. and Dorothy R. Friedman School of Nutrition Science and 

Policy with a USDA Human Nutrition Research Center focused on the impact of nutrition on healthy 

aging; 

 * An internationally affiliated School of Dental Medicine that trains dentists as expert clinicians 

with strong biomedical backgrounds; 

 * The School of Medicine and Sackler School of Graduate Biomedical Sciences that have 

clinical affiliations with thousands of doctors and researchers in the U.S. and around the world, as well 

as with their affiliated hospitals in Massachusetts (including New England Medical Center, the Lahey 

Clinic and Bay State Hospital). According to Science Watch, Tufts University Medical School rates 

sixth among U.S medical schools for the impact of its published medical research. 


