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ECSC WEEKLY HONORS

ECSC ALPINE SKIERS OF THE WEEK

MEN:  Justin Schwartz, Castleton State College
Justin Schwartz led the Castleton State College Spartans to a pair of giant slalom team victories in ECSC Thompson Division action this past weekend at Killington Ski Resort in Vermont, as he placed first in both competitions.  Schwartz held on to win Saturday’s GS on the steep and icy “Highline” course at Killington by .26 seconds and won Sunday’s competition by .72 seconds over his closest competitor.
WOMEN:  Danielle Shannon, Colby-Sawyer College
Colby-Sawyer’s Danielle Shannon remained perfect through four races in ECSC MacConnell Division competition, as she captured both the slalom and giant slalom events in convincing fashion at the UCONN Carnival at Cranmore Mountain Resort in North Conway, NH.  Shannon won Saturday’s slalom event by .55 seconds.  A day earlier, Shannon’s closest competitor in the slalom race finished 2.21 seconds behind in the runner-up spot. 
ECSC NORDIC SKIERS OF THE WEEK

MEN:  Alex Benway, Clarkson University
In his first collegiate competition, Alex Benway won Saturday’s Army Invitational classical event at Ethan Allen Biathlon Center in Jericho, VT.  The following day, Benway finished in the runner-up position in the freestyle event, as Clarkson University placed first in both races.  
WOMEN:  Melinda McAleese, Cornell University 

Cornell University’s Melinda McAleese won both weekend events to lead her team to a pair of wins over the weekend at Ethan Allen Biathlon Center in Jericho, VT.  McAleese won Saturday’s classical event by two minutes and 24 seconds.  In the freestyle competition, McAleese finished three minutes and 35 seconds ahead of her closest competitor in the Army Invitational.    

MacConnell Division:  Shannon leads Colby-Sawyer, while Plymouth and UMASS split men’s events at Cranmore (1/16/09 – 1/17/09)

The women from Colby-Sawyer College continued their winning ways behind the dominating performance of sophomore Danielle Shannon this past weekend in ECSC MacConnell Division action at Cranmore Mountain Resort.  Shannon won both slalom and giant slalom races to claim her third and fourth victories of the season.  In Friday’s slalom event, Shannon was followed by runner-up Krista Consiglio of Brown University, while Ashley Hawes of the University of Massachusetts–Amherst (UMass) finished third.  Consiglio’s teammate, Kia Mosenthal placed second in Saturday’s giant slalom race, while freshman Kaitlyn Pawlak of Plymouth State University paced the Panthers with a third place result.  Boston College finished second in the team standings behind Colby-Sawyer, while Plymouth placed third both days.  
On the men’s side, Plymouth’s Peter Ostroski led his team to a first place team result by winning his first career collegiate slalom race.  The Panthers were followed by runner-up Colby-Sawyer, as Jeremy Lawless placed second for the Chargers.  Matthew Small of UMass-Amherst rounded out the podium.  Boston College took third in the team results.  Saturday’s giant slalom saw Andrew Hawes of UMass-Amherst take the gold to lead his team to victory, as Ostroski finished in the runner-up spot and Travis Plass of Colby-Sawyer taking third.  Plymouth placed second in the team event, while Colby-Sawyer took third.  

The ECSC MacConnell Division is back in action on January 24 and 25 at Waterville Valley, NH for the Plymouth State Carnival.

Thompson Division:  Castleton men and women sweep weekend giant slalom races at Killington, GMC ladies take second (1/17/09 – 1/18/09)
Castleton’s Justin Schwartz helped his team to victory in giant slalom competition on Saturday and Sunday with a pair of individual wins.  In Saturday’s race, Schwartz was followed closely by teammate Robert Moss, who finished .26 seconds back in second place.  Nicholas Vornle of Boston University rounded out the podium in third.  Northeastern University took second place in Saturday’s event, while Tufts University finished third.  Schwartz finished ahead of another teammate on Sunday, as Gregory Towle finished .72 seconds behind in the runner-up position.  For the second day in a row, Vornle placed third, as his team finished third in the team standings.  Tufts wrapped up a solid weekend by placing third.

Saturday’s women’s giant slalom was closely contested, as Castleton’s Heather Patterson took first by only .08 seconds over Boston University’s Teagan Lukacs.  Jennifer Gifford of Trinity College placed third, .65 seconds behind Patterson.  Castleton won the race, while Green Mountain College and Tufts placed second and third.  Earning her first collegiate podium and win was Erica Luce of Castleton, who placed first in Sunday’s giant slalom by a margin of 1.61 seconds over Northeastern University’s Kristen Bonkowski.  Green Mountain’s Amanda Malkin placed third, as her team finished second once again to Castleton.  Boston University finished third in the 11-team competition.  
The ECSC Thompson Division competes next at Bromley Mountain Resort on January 24 and 25 in slalom action.
McBrine Division:  Benedict leads Yale ladies once again, while Marist and Brandeis each win one at Magic Mountain (1/17/09 – 1/18/09)
For the second week in a row, freshman Margot Benedict of Yale University swept the competition in ECSC McBrine Division action, as her team raced to victory.  In Saturday’s slalom, Benedict was followed by Adraine Otopalik of Wellesley College and Wesleyan’s Allison Sconberger, who finished second and third.  Brandeis University placed second in the team scoring, while third place went to the University of Rhode Island (URI).
Alexandra Andrews followed teammate Benedict in second place in Sunday’s giant slalom.  Springfield’s Leigh Brewster placed second, as her team finished in the runner-up position in the team standings.  Once again, URI took third in the race.  
Nick Young of URI and Ben Macoff of Wesleyan earned first and second in both competitions over the weekend, but it was not enough to propel their respective teams in the standings.  Marist College finished first in slalom, as Yale was second behind Luke Belland’s third place result.  Brandeis finished the race ranked third.  In Sunday giant slalom, Brandeis took first in front of Marist and Yale.  Eastern Nazarene College’s Jack Sahlman rounded out Sunday’s podium in third.  

The ECSC McBrine Division is scheduled to compete January 24 and 25 at the Middlebury College Snowbowl.  

Nordic Division:  Clarkson men and Cornell women sweep weekend competitions at Army Invitational (1/17/09 – 1/18/09)
Freshman Alex Benway led the Clarkson University men to a podium sweep in Saturday’s Army Invitational classical event at Ethan Allen Biathlon Center in Jericho, VT.  The win was Benway’s first in his collegiate career, as he was followed by Matt Delaney and Derrick Day, who placed second and third.  Paul Smith’s College and Army took the second and third spots in the team competition.  In Sunday’s freestyle event, Benway placed second behind teammate Delaney.  Yale University’s Will Anderson crossed the finish line 2 seconds behind Benway to claim third.  Clarkson was followed by runner-up Cornell University in the team standings, as Paul Smith’s placed third in the five-team event.  
Melinda McAleese claimed both the classical and freestyle races to guide Cornell to a weekend sweep in the team competition.  In Saturday’s classical event, McAleese finished ahead of Hamilton College’s McKayla Dunfey and Chelsea Reynolds of Clarkson, who placed second and third.  Reynolds finished second in the women’s freestyle competition to lead her team to another second place result, while third place went to Yale’s Mari Oye.  Clarkson and Yale finished in the second and third spots in both events behind Cornell.  
The ECSC Nordic Division is scheduled to race again in classical and freestyle events at the WPI Invitational on January 24 and 25.
