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TUFTS REPUBLICANS TO RALLY FOR LOCAL AND NATIONAL CANDIDATES, APPEAR WITH RNC CHAIR

With local elections on November 4, and the presidential election only a year away, the Tufts Republicans will be staging a rally on Saturday, November 1 in support of Medford City Council candidate Jim DiGiacomo and President George W. Bush.  As part of their coverage of college Republicans, CNN will be coming to film and interview the Tufts students during the rally.

The rally will be held in advance of the Democratic Presidential Candidate Forum co-hosted by CNN and Rock the Vote, taking place in Boston on Tuesday.  Tufts Republicans will also appear there along with members of other Massachusetts college Republicans clubs to hand out literature and stickers, and to register voters.

“The Republican message of economic growth and educational opportunity for all resonates strongly with this generation of college students,” said Tufts Republicans President Philipp Tsipman.  “From the local to the national level, it’s important for students to get involved in the political process and make a difference.”

According to a new poll released by the Harvard University Institute of Politics, 61% of college students, 10% more than the general public, support President Bush, as do 62% of 18-29 year olds, according to CNN/Gallup.  The shift in support for the Republicans is unmistakable in the recent growth of Tufts’ own, and other college Republicans clubs, unparalleled since Ronald Reagan’s campaigns in the 1980s.  According to the National Journal, while the College Republican National Committee boasted 940 chapters and more than 100,000 members in 2002 and was projecting to have 1,200 chapters by the end of the year, the College Democrats of America had between 200 and 300 campus chapters, down from some 800 in 1993.

The rally on Saturday, November 1 will be held at 11:30am at the intersection of Boston Ave. and Winthrop St. in Medford.  The rally on Tuesday will be held at 5:45pm at Faneuil Hall in Boston.  On Monday, November 3 at 11:00am the club will also appear at a press conference with RNC Chairman Ed Gillespie and Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney at Faneuil Hall.

The Tufts Republicans club is a student organization that works to promote Republican and conservative ideas at Tufts University through education, activism, and political involvement.  It has over 100 members.
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