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Sustaitnabi lity 1 seée

Neeconomic devel opme
that meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their
needs. O

The UN World Commission on Environment and Development
(the Brundtland Commission) 1987



The Sustainable Cities Model
The nBi g Pictureo
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The Elements of Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously

. Indicators project active in last five years

. Indicators progress report in last five years

Does 1 ndicators project
policies/programs?

Eco-industrial park development

. Cluster or targeted economic development

. Eco-village (urban in-fill housing) project or program
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. Brownfield redevelopment (project or pilot project)
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8. Zoning used to delineate environmentally sensitive growth
areas

9. Comprehensive land use plan that includes environmental
ISsues

10. Tax incentives for environmentally friendly development

11. Urban gardens, sustainable food system, food policy
council

12. Operation of public transit (buses and/or trains)

13. Limits on downtown parking spaces

14. Car pool lanes (diamond or HOV lanes)

15. Alternatively fueled city vehicle program

16. Bicycle ridership program




17

. Household solid waste recycling

RS

. Industrial recycling

19

. Hazardous waste recycling

20

. Air pollution reduction program (i.e. VOC
reduction)

21

. Recycled product purchasing by city government

22

. Superfund site remediation

23

. Asbestos abatement program

24

. Lead paint abatement program

AS

. Heat Island mitigation program (other than green roofs)

26

. Pesticide reduction program
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Green building program

28.

Renewable energy use by city government

29.

Energy conservation effort (other than Green
building program)

30.

Alternative energy offered to consumers (solar,
wind, biogas, etc.)

31.

Water conservation program

32.

Low income/affordable green housing program




33.

Single government/nonprofit agency responsible for
Implementing sustainability

34.

Part of a citywide comprehensive plan

35.

Involvement of city/county/metropolitan council

30.

Involvement of mayor or chief executive officer

37.

Involvement of the business community (e.g. Chamber of
Commerce)

38.

General public involvement in sustainable cities initiative
(public hearings, "visioning" process, neighborhood
groups or associations, etc.)




Why Do Cities Decide to Pursue
Sustainability?

ASometi mes i tods about | i

I Wanting to live in a cleaner, healthier
environment

I Feeling more connected to the physical world

ASometi mes itodos about an
of economic growth and development



Micro-Economics of Sustainability

AWhen project specific activities are
evaluated, increasingly they look like
good economic investments

A Often depends on time frame and the
price of the nbrowno al
(gasoline, natural gas, fuel oll, etc.)



A New Local Economic
Development Model?

tSmart growth seems to be able to create
more, better, and more permanent jobs

TCities like Austin, Chattanooga, and Tampa
have been able to reouild their local
economies with targeted cluster development

TRequires much more strategic planning and
coordination in the form of public-private
partnerships



