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1. Why has Socrates’ claim that no one knowingly does or desires what is bad been called paradoxical?  Why do you think that Socrates thought this claim must be true?  Do you think the claim is true?

2. What is the problem of non-being?  Is it solved in the Sophist?
3. Are the accounts of recollection in the Meno and the Phaedrus compatible?  Lay out both accounts and show both how they cohere or fail to cohere.  If you think they fail to cohere, explain whether you think one is in any way stronger than the other.

4. Are Forms universals?  Causes?  Substances?  Paradigms?  All of the above?  Something else?  Are they the objects of knowledge?
5. Of what importance, if any, is Plato’s choice of literary method, that is, his writing philosophy in the form of dialogue? 

6. What is the “third man argument”?  How does Plato think it fares against the theory of Forms?  How do you think it fares?

7. Discuss critically Plato’s attempt in the Theaetetus to refute the view either (a) that knowledge is perception or (b) that knowledge is correct belief.
8. Is the impossibility of akrasia established in the Protagoras?  Make sure to discuss the role that hedonism plays in akrasia in your answer.

9. What picture of the relation between virtue and happiness emerges from the early Platonic dialogues?  Is it plausible?

10. Why, according to the Republic, must art, and particularly poetry, be banished from the republic?  Lay out the argument carefully and say exactly where, if anywhere, you find it to go astray. 

11. It has been argued that in the Republic Plato does not show that having the parts of one’s soul in harmony will necessary mean that a person is just in the ordinary sense of the term.  Is this true?  Must Plato demonstrate a relationship between the harmony of the soul and the ordinary idea of a just person in order to hold that justice is a harmony of the soul?

12. Why, according to Sophist 259e, is the interweaving of kinds necessary for ‘Theaetetus sits’ and ‘Theaetetus flies’?  Is it?
