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1. To some, it has seemed obvious that truth is a sort of correspondence, with the facts or with some other part of the world. Of late, this view has come under severe attack. What can be said for and against the view?
2. What is a criterion of identity? Of what importance are such criteria? Does either the identity of indiscernables, or the principle of the identity of relative indiscernibles provide such a principle?
3. What is naturalism? Which of the following can a naturalist admit into her ontology: numbers, sets, universals, propositions? Justify your answers.
4. What is the best analysis of the relation that obtains between an object and its properties?
5. Is “Water is H2O,” a necessary truth?
6. What is the point of invoking possible worlds when discussing modality? What must the worlds be like if such invocation is to succeed?
7. Are there fictional objects? Sketch and assess the most plausible responses to this question.
8. Can problems in metaphysics—personal identity, the dispute between three and four dimensionalists, differing views about essence and accident, etc.—be resolved? If so, how (and how will we know when they are resolved)? If not, what is the point of analytic metaphysics?
9. Is everything actual?
10. Does the past exist? Does the future? Is there an interesting difference between a non-present, non-past object that will exist and a non-actual, merely possible object?
11. What relations must my beliefs and desires have to my choices, and my choices to my actions, if my actions are to be reckoned to be free?
12. State Quine’s criterion for ontological commitment. What reasons have philosophers given for accepting it? What reasons have philosophers given for denying it? Evaluate.
