Question Pool for Philosophy of Language MA Exam, Spring 2011
1. What, if any, connnection is there between “theories of truth” and “theories of meaning”?

2. What is meaning holism? What are the primary arguments for and against it? What is its relation to confirmation holism?

3. What is, and what is the philosophical importance, if any, of Russell’s theory of descriptions?

4. What are propositions? What reasons have philosophers given for and against the need for propositions in theories of language? Do we need to invoke such things in order to understand the notion of truth?

5. What is, and what is the philosophical importance if any, of Donnellan’s attributive/referential distinction?

6. Does the work of J.L. Austin show that there is fundamentally wrong with Frege or Russell’s views of natural language?

7. What is Quine’s thesis of the indeterminacy of translation? Why does Quine think it is true? Assess the cogency of Quine’s arguments and the philosophical significance of the thesis.

8. What does it mean for a semantic theory to be compositional? Evaluate the claim that the semantics of natural languages are best described by compositional semantic theories.

9. Don’t our names (typically) refer to objects? Don’t our predicates have satisfaction conditions? Given that the answer in both cases is ‘yes’, doesn’t this mean that something like a correspondence account of truth has to be correct?
10. What is Frege’s distinction between sense and reference, and what is its philosophical importance?

11. Davidson tells us that in interpreting another, we must apply a principle of charity. He also tells us that in interpreting another, an assignment of referents to the other’s terms is no more than a means to the end of assigning truth conditions to their sentences. Why does Davidson hold these views? Are they in any interesting way connected? How plausible are they?

12. What is Kripke’s puzzle about belief? What is its relation to traditional views of belief and its ascription? How is the puzzle to be resolved?
