M.A. Exam in Feminist Philosophy

Study Questions 

Spring 2011

Unless otherwise specified in a question, please discuss at least two philosophers in each of your responses.

1. Is being a woman or a man a simple function of biology or physiology or, alternatively, of social norms?

2. Is rationality gendered?

3. Discuss and evaluate the idea of an “ethics of care.”
4. Is gender justice a matter of anything other than ensuring that, by law, women and men have the same opportunities, the same civic obligations, and the same protections?

5. Catharine MacKinnon has claimed that the objectivity as an epistemic value and the objectification of women are linked in theory and practice.  Evaluate this claim.

6. Is there such a thing as epistemic injustice?

7. What role, if any, does pornography play in making women’s lives worse than men’s?

8. Does doing feminist philosophy properly require paying attention to race, sexual orientation, ability status, or other such markers of human difference?  If not, why not?  If so, how?

9. Many important figures in the history of philosophy have explicitly argued that women are less rational than men or even are by nature irrational.  Do such remarks cast a shadow over other parts of a philosophers’ oeuvre?  Or can we merely ignore them?

10. Explain and critically evaluate Judith Butler’s theory of gender “performativity.” 

11. Explain and critically evaluate the idea of feminist standpoint epistemology.

12. Martha Nussbaum once made the following claim:

To do feminist philosophy is simply to get on with the tough work of theorizing in a rigorous and thoroughgoing way, but without the blind spots, the ignorance of fact, and the moral obtuseness that have characterized much philosophical thought about women and sex and the family and ethics in the male-dominated academy. It is in this way and no other, I think, that women in philosophy can go beyond the past achievements of males.
 
      Critically evaluate Nussbaum’s claim.
� See Nussbaum, “Feminists and Philosophy,” a review of the book A Mind of Her Own, edited by Louise Antony and Charlotte Witt.  Nussbaum’s review appeared in the October 20, 1994, issue of the New York Review of Books.








