Question Pool for Metaphysics Exam, Winter 2010
What’s the matter with good old-fashioned Aristotelian essentialism?

Can conceptual analysis help us discover metaphysical truths?

Do macroscopic objects cause anything?  If so, is there pervasive causal overdetermination?  Does it matter if there is?

According to some philosophers, the deepest philosophical question is Why is there something instead of nothing?  Do we have any reason to think that this question has an answer?

Our talk is vague.  And so there can be vague identities, insofar as it is a vague matter as to whether two terms name the same thing.  But could identity itself be a vague matter?  Present and adjudicate among representative answers to this question.

What is presentism and why is(n’t) it true?

What is “multiple realization”?  Is it an objection to reductionism?

There is nothing, let us suppose, that was, is, or will be that could have been an intelligent fish. (That is, a fish that at some time during its existence is intelligent.) Given that there are no merely possible objects, could there have been an intelligent fish?  Given that there are no merely possible objects, could there have been something that was only contingently an intelligent fish?

Some contemporary philosophers are “fictionalists” about mathematical objects; others are fictionalists about possible worlds or literary characters.  What is fictionalism about a kind of object?  How does it differ from instrumentalism (about the sort)?  Evaluate reasons for and against fictionalism with respect to some particular sort of object.

Is the fact that we quantify over objects of a certain sort a good reason to think that there are objects of that sort?  Is the fact that objects of a sort are causally inert a good reason to think that there are no objects of that sort?

Under what conditions do many objects compose one thing?

In what sense might it be a matter of convention whether an artifact of today is identical to an artifact of yore?  Could this be conventional in a way in which facts about personal identity are not?

