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Are there fictional objects? Sketch and assess the most plausible responses to this question.

Discuss the problems raised by these responses.


"If we take away a small part of this house, we shall be left with a house. And what we would be left with would surely have been here before we took away the part. But since it hasn't the parts this house has, it isn't this house. So there are at least two houses here." Discuss.
Are there good arguments which show that there is something inherently suspect about the notion of de re modality?

Sometimes if a cause hadn't happened, its effect wouldn't have happened either. Is it possible to build a general analysis of causation on such counterfactual relations?

What is the distinction between natural kinds and other sorts of properties? What would it be for universals to be "sparse"? How are the notions of natural kinds and sparse universals related? Are there natural kinds? Are universals sparse?

According to Lewis, we should believe modal realism "because the hypothesis is serviceable and that's a reason to think it is true." Is "serviceability" a good reason to believe something in general? He also says claims that believing in possible worlds is a matter merely of accepting permissible paraphrases of ordinary pre-theoretic claims that we already accept. Is it? Is that a good reason to believe in them?

What is an intrinsic property? Does the distinction between intrinsic and extrinsic properties matter? Are shapes intrinsic?

Are there any good arguments for or against a four dimensional ontology?

Philosophers as diverse as Kant, Moore and Kripke have struggled with the question "Is existence a predicate?" Exactly what hangs on this question, and how is it to be answered?

Can a presentist say things that are true about the past and the future? How?
The death of correspondence theories of truth has been widely heralded. What exactly is a correspondence theory of truth, and why would anyone be tempted to hold such? Why are such theories supposed to be untenable? Are they?

What is physicalism? Which of the following can a physicalist admit into her ontology: numbers, sets, universals, propositions? Justify your answer.
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Answer one question from each part. Time limit: 4 hours

Part I

1. What is the distinction between natural kinds and other sorts of properties? What would it be for universals to be "sparse"? How are the notions of natural kinds and sparse universals related? Are there natural kinds? Are universals sparse?

2. Philosophers as diverse as Kant, Moore and Kripke have struggled with the question "Is existence a predicate?" Exactly what hangs on this question, and how is it to be answered?

3. Are there fictional objects? Sketch and assess the most plausible responses to this question. Discuss the problems raised by these responses.
Part II
4. Are there good arguments which show that there is something inherently suspect about the notion of de re modality?

5. What is an intrinsic property? Does the distinction between intrinsic and extrinsic properties matter? Are shapes intrinsic?

6. The death of correspondence theories of truth has been widely heralded. What exactly is a correspondence theory of truth, and why would anyone be tempted to hold such? Why are such theories supposed to be untenable? Are they?

Part III

7. Sometimes if a cause hadn't happened, its effect wouldn't have happened either. Is it possible to build a general analysis of causation on such counterfactual relations?

8. Can a presentist say things that are true about the past and the future? How?
9. "If we take away a small part of this house, we shall be left with a house. And what we would be left with would surely have been here before we took away the part. But since it hasn't the parts this house has, it isn't this house. So there are at least two houses here." Discuss.
