
years, to help you plan 
your undergraduate career. 

I am happy to re-
port that we are fortunate 
this fall to welcome a visit-
ing lecturer, Karam Dana, 
from University of Wash-
ington, who will teach 
courses in the history of the 
Middle East.  I invite you 
to make use of the unique 
opportunity Prof. Dana of-
fers us this year.  I am de-
lighted to welcome back 
from their leaves Profes-
sors Jalal and Winn.  I 
wish the very best to Pro-
fessors Ekbladh, Leupp, 
Manjapra, Malchow, and 
Rankin as they embark on 
their leaves this fall. 

I invite all of you 
with a special interest in 

I am honored to 
assume the chairmanship of 
the History Department, 
and I thank our former chair 
Professor Howard Malchow 
for his valuable service to 
the department. 

I welcome all our 
students, undergraduate and 
graduate, back to campus. I 

extend a special welcome 
to students in the class of 
2014 and to our new 
graduate students.  I invite 
you to visit the History 
Department in East Hall, 
knock on our doors, and 
introduce yourselves. 

As a cornerstone 
of the humanities and so-
cial sciences at Tufts, the 
History Department plays 
a vital role in the intellec-
tual life of our campus.   
We hope that you will 
check out our department 
web-site at ase.tufts.edu/
history.  You will find 
useful information on ma-
jor requirements, faculty, 
and course descriptions.  
In addition, unique among 
the departments at Tufts, 
we include a list of 
courses we intend to offer 
each fall and spring se-
mester for the next three 

FROM THE CHAIR              BY VIRGINA G. DRACHMAN 

WHAT’S NEWS IN EAST HALL 
c a n  W o r l d  O r d e r 
(Princeton University 
Press, 2010) was published 
in January (although it be-
came available in October 
2009).  It was reviewed 
very well in the May edi-
tion of Foreign Affairs.  He 

See What’s News 
continued on page 6 

 Professor Reed 
Ueda directed the Interna-
tional Workshop on Ethnic 
Minorities in the United 
States and China which 
was jointly held at Tufts 
University and the Ameri-
can Academy of Arts and 
Sciences on June 25-27, 
2010. Sessions explored 
minority political status, 

social and economic devel-
opment of minority com-
munities, collective identi-
ties, and comparisons of 
the U. S. and China.  The 
Chinese scholars who par-
ticipated were from Nan-
jing University, the Na-
tional University of Singa-
pore, Peking University, 
Xinjiang University, and 

the Tibetology Research 
Center, and were joined by 
American scholars from 
Yale, Brown, NYU, Har-
vard, and the University of 
California, Santa Barbara.  
  Professor David 
Ekbladh’s book  The 
Great American Mission: 
Modernization and the 
Construction of an Ameri-
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THE NEW FACES OF HISTORY 
Lecturer Karam Dana  

 Karam Dana graduated from the University of 
Washington with an M.A. in International Studies in 
2003 and with an Interdisciplinary Ph.D. in Near and 
Middle Eastern Studies in 2009.  His dissertation, 
‘Before Their Nakba: Palestinian Society and Politics, 
1920-1940,’ is currently under revision for publication.  
He recently completed a postdoctoral fellowship at the 
Center for Middle Eastern Studies at Harvard Univer-
sity.  Prior to that, Karam served as Co-PI on the Mus-

lim American Public Opinion Survey (MAPOS) at the 
University of Washington.  He is currently in the process 
of writing a book with his Co-PI, Matt Barreto, titled 
Political Incorporation and Isolation of Muslims in 
America: The Role of Religiosity in Islam.  His research 
interests include: the politics and cultures of the Middle 
East, Muslims in non-Muslim societies, and race and 
ethnicity in American politics.  The Department of His-
tory welcomes him to Tufts and to the department.  

TUFTS HISTORICAL REVIEW           BY KELSEY ANDERSON & VITTORIA ELLIOTT 

 For the 2010-2011 school year, the Tufts His-
torical Review will be lead by Chief Editors Kelsey 
Anderson, (LA’11), and Vittoria Elliott, (LA’12). 
Anderson will serve as Chief Editor during the fall se-
mester before graduating a semester early. Elliott will 
hold the head position in the spring after returning from 
her semester abroad with the Tufts-in-Ghana program. 
 In light of her passion for History and Archae-
ology, Anderson, explored a variety of intellectual and 
career pursuits. She has worked as a curatorial intern 
with Mission Houses Hawaii, a  National Historical 
Landmark in her home state of Hawaii. Also interested 
in public relations, Anderson was a founding and ex-
ecutive member of Imaginet, Tufts' only pre-
professional communications group. She developed her 
editing skills while working for the Tufts Daily as both 
a layout and copy editor, before continuing onto edito-
rial internships with the Honolulu Weekly and the Tufts 

Office of Web Communications.  Recently, Anderson 
served as a congressional intern in the district office of 
Congresswoman Mazie K. Hirono, an enriching and edu-
cational experience that strengthened her belief in the 
value of public service and continues to shape her plans 
for life after Tufts. 

 A junior double-majoring in Psychology and 
International Relations, Elliott also has a deep love of 
history, focusing on Greek, Roman, Nazca and Meso-
american/Pre-Columbian, and Celtic civilizations. She 
has interned at the Colorado Historical Society, where 
she conducted independent research for the exhibitions 
"Tribal Paths" and "Denver's Bicentennial." When not 
promoting history at Tufts, she is an editorial writer for 
the Tufts Daily. This fall, Elliott will be conducting study 
and research at the University of Ghana in Legon, near 
Accra.  

 The undergraduate History Society is back in 
action for the 2010-2011 academic year..  In addition to  
working on the fourth edition of the Tufts Historical 
Review,  the History Society will also sponsor a film 
series and various trips throughout the year.  The first 

HISTORY SOCIETY UPDATE 
general meeting will be announced shortly.  For more 
information or if you have questions, please contact So-
ciety President Elizabeth Metzger at eliza-
beth.metzger@tufts.edu or David Proctor at 
david.proctor@tufts.edu.   

 Jessica Antoline, 
(GS’09), after a year off 
is  going into a Ph.D. pro-
gram at Harvard's School 
of Education.  
 Glen Argov, 
(LA’08), was accepted in 
6 law schools and chose 

to attend Cardozo(ranked in 
the top 50 law schools by 
USNWR) because of its 
Intellectual Property Pro-
gram.   
 Taleen Babayan, 
(LA’ 08), after 2 years of 
working in research center 

in NYC was accepted as 
a graduate student at the 
History Dept. at Harvard 
to study Armenian, Rus-
sian and Ottoman History 
 Neilesh Bose, 
(GS’09), received his 
Ph.D. from the Depart-

ment of History at Tufts 
University in August of 
2009 and returned to 
Tufts this May to partici-
pate in the Doctoral 

ALUMNI NEWS 

See Alumni 
continued on page 8 
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to explore problems of his-
torical analysis and interpre-
tation.  The 2010 Miller 
History Prize was presented 
to Maria K. Fulwiler, 
(LA’10), and Nicholas A. 
LoCastro, (LA’10). 
 The Prospect Hill 
Chapter, Daughters of the 
Revolution Prize Scholar-
ship is awarded on recom-
mendation of the History 
Department to a student 
demonstrating marked inter-
est in American colonial 
history as well as excellence 
in scholarship. This year’s 
prize scholarship was 
awarded to Andrew D. 
Helms, (LA’10).  
 The Gerald R. Gill 
Prize is awarded annually 
for the best paper written for 
a history research seminar. 
The award recognizes out-
standing research and ex-
ceptional analysis.  The Ge-
rald R. Gill Prize was pre-
sented to Caryn H. 
Horowitz, (LA’10). 
 The Vida H. Allen 
Prize is awarded annually to 
the undergraduate History 

 Each year, the De-
partment of History awards 
a series of prizes to deserv-
ing Tufts undergraduates.  
Here are the prizes that 
were awarded in spring 
2010 and their recipients. 
 The  Albert H. Im-
lah European History 
Prize is presented for dis-
tinguished work in the his-
tory of Western civilization. 
The year’s prize were 
awarded to Suzanne B. 
Murray, (LA’12), and 
Sarah E. Rauh, (LA’13) . 
 The Albert H. Im-
lah Excellence in History 
Prize is awarded to a senior 
in recognition of out-
standing achievement in 
History.  This year’s recipi-
ents of the Imlah Excel-
lence in History Prize was 
Andrew M. Rosen , 
(LA’10) 
 The Russell E. 
Miller History Prize is 
awarded to an undergradu-
ate of exceptional ability 
whose participation in ad-
vanced history courses has 
demonstrated an eagerness 

major who is judged to 
have written the best hon-
ors thesis during that aca-
demic year. This year’s 
recipient was Rebekah 
Bari Sokol, (LA’10). Her 
thesis was entit led, 
“Igniting Independence: 
Pyrophobia and Crowd 
Action in Eighteenth Cen-
tury Boston.”  The thesis 
examined one of the most 
predominant fears in Amer-
ica in the eighteenth cen-
tury, that  of fire. In the 
thesis, Ms. Sokol argued 
that fire was terrifying unto 
itself, but colonists also 
feared the use of fire as a 
weapon, especially if they 
thought those setting fires 
did so on behalf of a vast 
conspiracy. Americans 
over time developed the 
danger of fire into a symbol 
for the Revolution, and 
even government support-
ers used the symbol to de-
scribe the colonists’ behav-
ior.  Crowds used fire as a 
way to assemble groups, 
terrify their opponents, and 
demonstrate their mounting 

2010 HISTORY AWARDS 
frustrations with British 
rule. According to Ms. 
Sokol, the revolutionary 
spirit of crowds continued 
to impact civilian and gov-
ernment interactions even 
following the War, and the 
use of fire by crowds sur-
vives as a symbol of Ameri-
can ingenuity and the power 
of the common man. 
 The President’s 
Award for Citizenship 
and Public Service recog-
nizes outstanding students 
who are dedicated to active 
citizenship and public ser-
vice. Historians Alice Tin, 
(LA’10), and Duncan 
Pickard (LA’10), were 
among the total of 6 under-
grads who were presented 
with this award.  Alice Tin 
will continue in her BA/
MPH Program and her im-
portant work in the Immi-
grant Service providers 
Group Health Division. 
Duncan Pickard will enter 
Harvard's Kennedy School. 
 
 
 

PARAGUAY EDUCA—A PERSONAL JOURNEY   
                                                      BY CECILIA RODRÍGUEZ ALCALÁ  

 Freshman year 2003, I received a grey and navy blue T-Shirt that said “Tufts: make a world of difference”. I still 
own it; it’s been my favorite, worn out, comfortable pajama for the last 7 years. I think this almost cliché-like phrase 
represents what I find Tufts to embody at its essence: a hub for active citizenship. Looking at what Tuftonians are doing 
around the world, I firmly believe Tufts has a competitive advantage in public service and volunteering. Not all alumni 
become Peace Corps volunteers, work at an NGO or donate half their fortune to charities. However, all alumni do carry a 
“tool kit” that provides the necessary equipment to give back to the community and get deeply involved in the process. 
 Personally, I feel a thrill when I have an impact on other people’s lives. Success is no longer tied to my personal 
story, it is more closely related to the story of my country. I returned to Paraguay after graduation thinking it would be 
yet another relaxing vacation to spend time with my family, eat delicious asado and share quality time with childhood 
friends. My plans were to pursue work in Europe.  I had fallen in love with Spain after my study abroad experience in 
Madrid and was in a serious relationship with French marketing specialist. Europe seemed to be the perfect place to start 
my career.   
 My return to Paraguay ended up in an existential crisis. People talk about their post-graduation traumas; I defi-
nitely qualified as a lost soul. I was confused about moving to Barcelona could not under-
stand why - everything in this decision seemed to make perfect sense. My family was also 
puzzled, having invested in my education so that I could take advantage of international 

See Paraguay Educa 
continued on page 9 



In the style of newsletters past, History from the Hill has opted to run a faculty profile of Assistant Professor Elizabeth-
Foster. We asked Professor Foster to tell us a bit about herself and her first year at Tufts.  
  
Q1: What made you choose to accept a position at Tufts? What attracted you 
here? And now that your second year here has begun, what are your impres-
sionsz/ How do you view the students, the department and the university in 
general? Are you pleased with the decision you made to join the Department 
of History at Tufts? 

  I was very excited when I saw this “France in the World” job advertised at 
Tufts—both because of the job itself and the reputation of the university.  I work on 
both France and Africa, so I was looking for something more than the typical 
“modern France” position.  Honestly I couldn’t have written a job advertisement 
that was better suited to my work and interests, and at such a great school!  When I 
came to campus for the interview, I was impressed both by the scholarly accom-
plishment and the collegiality of the department. 

 A year on I can confirm that this is a wonderful place to call my profes-
sional home. My colleagues are warm and supportive and they and the administra-
tive staff in the department have been very helpful throughout my first year at 
Tufts.  I have also really enjoyed the students I have taught so far.  They are 
thoughtful and articulate, and display genuine intellectual curiosity.  I’ve been impressed with how students here are 
open to and interested in the wider world.  I think that is very important, and it is something the institution does a 
great job of encouraging. 

Q2: What is your research focus right now?  

 Right now I am working on finishing a book on religion and colonial rule in French West Africa.  I am look-
ing at the relationships between French Catholic missionaries, French administrators and Muslim, Christian and ani-
mist Africans during the French Third Republic (1871-1940), a time of great tension between Church and State in 
France.  Though this may seem arcane, it has important echoes in France today.  French colonial authorities in West 
and North Africa were the first to discuss if and how France’s strict secular laws should apply to France’s Muslim 
subjects and citizens at the turn of the last century.  In more recent times, French legislators have created firestorms 
of controversy in their efforts to use these same laws to regulate how Muslim girls and women dress in particular 
contexts, now that many immigrants from former colonies and their descendants live in France. 

 I have published some articles related to this topic, including one on the conception and construction of the 
Catholic cathedral of Dakar, Senegal, entitled “An Ambiguous Monument: Dakar’s Colonial Cathedral of the Souve-
nir Africain” published in French Historical Studies in 2009.  For my next project I plan to continue investigating the 
intersection of religion and politics, but shift my focus to the era of decolonization in francophone Africa.  I would 
like to learn more about how French missionaries and the Vatican negotiated the period between 1940 and 1970, and 
how they disassociated themselves from the French state as Africans moved towards independence.  I have written a 
preliminary essay on this topic, which will appear in a forthcoming edited collection entitled In God’s Empire: 
French Missionaries and the Modern World. 

Q3: Tufts prides itself on having faculty who are both extraordinary scholars and superb teachers. What are 
your views on that balance between research and teaching? How does your scholarship influence what you do 
in the classroom? How do you maintain a balance? 

 I like that Tufts is both a serious research institution that supports faculty scholarship, and a place that em-
phasizes excellent teaching.  It is a rare institution that combines the two, as I have noted firsthand in my career as a 
student and a teacher.  It is always a challenge to balance teaching and research, but I also 
think that they enrich each other.  I find that I can do it if I am very disciplined about my 
schedule and block out long uninterrupted periods for research during the workweek.  While it 
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is hard for me to use a lot of the primary source material I work with in class, because not all students can read 
French, I still find that I get helpful new perspectives on secondary materials, or make new connections between 
ideas in class discussion with students.  I am very excited to teach a new course on France and Africa this fall, which 
will be closer to my own work than any other class I’ve taught in my career at Tufts or elsewhere. 

Q4: Speaking of balance, what do you do for fun when not enjoying the atmosphere at Tufts? 

 I love to travel and explore the outdoors.  My husband and I do a fair amount of hiking and skiing, and on a 
recent trip to New Zealand we fell in love with hang gliding, though we have not yet found the time to go to school 
and become real experts.  I also love spending time in cities though, and I’m always on the lookout for exciting old 
books or unique objects.  I try to spend some time in the Paris flea market every year or two—I’ve found postcards 
written by the missionaries I study there!  I grew up in Pennsylvania, so I am a passionate Philadelphia Eagles fan, 
and I watch or listen to every game that I can—even when I am away doing research in Europe and Africa. 

Thank you, Professor Foster.  

History from the Hill 
Newsletter of the History Department  at Tufts University 

Editor:  David J. Proctor    Assistant Editors:  Margaret Scholtes & Margaret Burr  
010 East Hall—Medford, MA  02155          

Tel:  617-627-3520     Fax:  617-627-3479     Email:  david.proctor@tufts.edu   http://ase.tufts.edu/pandp/historyhill         

 
 

HISTORY CAREER NIGHT                              BY JEANNE PENVENNE 

A VIEW FROM THE HILL—EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK    BY DAVID J. PROCTOR 

 As always, I want to take a moment to thank all of those who contributed to this edition of the newsletter 
including Elizabeth Metzger, Vittoria Elliot, as well as Professors Drachman, Baghdiantz-McCabe, Carp, Ekbladh, 
Foster and Ueda.   In addition, to Margie Scholtes and Maggie Burr, my thanks for helping put this newsletter to-
gether and for assisting me in gathering the stories  and news for this edition.  Most especially, I want to send my 
thanks to Kelsey Anderson and Cecilia Rodriguez-Alcala.  Both were willing to take the time to share their unique 
and exciting experiences with us.  Kelsey’s experience highlights the opportunities provided by a semester abroad 
that transcend well beyond the classroom.  Cecilia’s journey reveals that, in a very real way, we can all make a 
positive impact in the world around us.  We can all make a difference if we are only willing to try.  

 In April 2010 the History Department, Career Planning and the undergraduate History Society partnered to 
present an evening panel discussion and reception titled Careers for Students of History.   A great panel of alums 
returned to engage and network with undergraduates. 
  Many others, who live around New England, but too far to attend an evening event, shared their career 
information and encouraged undergraduates to be in touch with them as contacts and mentors. They discussed the 
skills they acquired as a history major, and their journey into their diverse fields. 
 Their professional experience includes law, medicine, public health, government, radio and television me-
dia management, social entrepreneurship, high school teaching, educational tourism, business consulting and docu-
mentary film making. Zachary Crowley ,(LA’03), for instance, serves as Legislative Director for the Department 
of Environmental Protection, while Courtney Michael, (LA‘99) works as an archivist and project manager at the 
WGBH Media Library and Archives.  Eugene Schiff, (LA’03), is back at Tufts studying medicine while Jessie 
Waters, (LA’09), was recently promoted to Assistant Editor at Random House, and Jennifer Reyes, (LA’08), 
works as a high school History teacher for the Cambridge public school system. Please be in touch with the De-
partment for these and other contacts. 
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WHAT’S NEWS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

also just finished a fellowship in the International Security Program at the Belfer Center at the Harvard Kennedy 
School of Government. The fellowship ran from Aug. 2009 to June 2010. 
 Professor Benjamin Carp’s book Defiance of the Patriots: The Boston Tea Party and the Making of 
America will be published by Yale University Press, and is due out this fall. Praise and more information regard-
ing his book can be found at http://yalepress.yale.edu/yupbooks/book.asp?isbn=9780300117059. 
 The department is pleased to welcome an incoming class of very talented new graduate students including: 
Madihah Akhter, Hollis Bowe, Julia Da Silva, Emily Shafer, Alexandra Van Den Berg, Stefanie Grossman 
and Shayan Rajani.  To all of you, welcome to the department and welcome to Tufts! 

 For the past four years, Tufts has been recog-
nizing faculty and staff “whose work represents the 
very best at Tufts” with a series of Tufts Distinction 
Awards. History Department Administrator Annette 
Lazzara was recognized  this past spring with the 
Tufts Unsung Hero award, which recognizes faculty 
and staff members for “accomplishing the extraordi-
nary every day.” 
             The awards ceremony took place this past June 
in Cohen Auditorium.  The Unsung Hero award cita-
tions  were read by Tufts Executive Vice President 
Patricia Campbell and each recipient was personally 
congratulated by President Lawrence Bacow.  Annette 
was nominated by several members of the department 
and university community and was noted as someone 
who works “marvelously with staff all over the Med-
ford campus and has long-standing relations with de-
partments in different schools and beyond.”   She is “a 
natural leader but also a terrific team player... the key 
point person for all junior faculty members in their 
transitions to Tufts. Her laser-like focus, thorough or-
ganization, proactive approach, and generous willing-
ness to help are central to the integration and retention 
of new faculty [in] History.” 
 Campbell added that, “As another nominator 
noted, without Annette, the History department would 

be like a baseball team without a shortstop.”    
 Congratulations, Annette from the faculty, stu-
dents and staff of the History Department and from the 
many, many students, staff and administrators from out-
side of History for whom you help make Tufts such a 
great place to work, learn and grow!  
  

Recipient of a 2010 Unsung Hero Award, Department Adminis-
trator Annette Lazzara (center) ,with Professor Elizabeth Fos-
ter (l.) and Professor Jeanne Penvenne (r.). 

History to join our History Society.  You can learn details about it in the History Department office in East Hall 
010.  The History Society provides an opportunity for you to get involved in the department beyond your course 
work, to get to know faculty outside the classroom, and to help plan undergraduate events.  The Society also offers 
the chance to participate in the production of an impressive journal, The Tufts History Review, which publishes 
annually the best work or our majors. 
 I look forward to working with you all in a challenging new year. 

CHAIR 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

HISTORY’S OWN UNSUNG HERO AWARD WINNER— 
ANNETTE LAZZARA 



PAGE 7 HISTORY FROM THE HILL 

2009-2010 GEORGE A. DAVID FELLOW             BY KELSEY ANDERSON 
I would like to extend a special thank you to Mr. George 
A. David who made my study abroad possible.   
Ευχαριστώ πολύ! —Kelsey Anderson 
 
 Sunrise at the Parthenon, watching the light touch 
every tree on the opposing Hill of the Nymphs is a magical 
experience.  Clear skies, a lightly shadowed city, and the 
ancient temple rising behind you—it’s a moment to be re-
membered for life. And for me, memory will be my only 
record. On my every visit to the Parthenon, technology 
found some way to thwart my plans.  A dead battery or a 
maxed-out memory stick—technology was not at its best. In 
this era of Facebook, e-mail and text messaging, we, the so-
called Millennials, have let technology consume our lives.  
A college student, in particular, can barely function outside 
the safety of one’s laptop, Blackberry, and iPod. 
 Thus, the failure of my 2-year-old laptop mother-
board a mere two weeks after arrival was an unwelcome in-
troduction to Athens.  Combined with restricted phone use—international calls are expensive: a fellow study 
abroad student had a $600 phone charge in the first month of the semester—I was faced with a foreign country 
surrounded by strangers and limited contact to all that was safe and familiar. 

 College Year in Athens (CYA), my study abroad program, 
describes the CYA student life as about “making the best use of 
every opportunity to see how you react—and who you become.”   
Following initial dismay, I soon discovered the freedom of my 
non-technological state.  Instead of spending my days talking to 
people from home, I made new friends.  Instead of surfing the 
web, I explored Athens and traveled throughout Greece.  
 One of my first trips away from Athens was hosted by my 
abroad program.  College Year In Athens does an exceptional job 
of arranging trips throughout mainland Greece and its islands. Our 
visit to the Temple of Poseidon in Sounio was a great introduction 
to Greek archaeological sites due to the largely intact ruins and 
ocean setting.  Following school-planned trips included the Oracle 
of Delphi, Crete and the Palace of Knossos, and Epidaurus, Myce-
nae and the Byzantine city of Mistras in the Peloponnese. 

 Every Friday in Athens, I followed my neighborhood elders with their wheeled luggage to the market-
place where local vendors sold fruits and vegetables just around the 
corner from my apartment.  This is where I fell in love with not 
only the fresh, local produce but the very colorful Greeks them-
selves.  Our conversations consisted of simple hand gestures, com-
plimentary fruit, and big smiles.  I still remember being asked “ένα, 
δύο τρία?” and confusedly replying “ένα?” and receiving the larg-
est grocery bag I’ve ever seen filled to the brim with delicious snap 
peas—all for ενα (one) euro. 
 The most memorable experience of my semester occurred 
away from Athens, in the small town of Litohoro near Mount 
Olympus.  While I never caught a glimpse of the ancient Greek dei-

I did finally manage a picture of the Parthenon on my last 
day in Athens. Unfortunately, it was a pretty stormy after-
noon. 

Temple of Poseidon in Sounio 

Banana day at the market. 

See David Fellow 
continued on page 8 
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ties, hiking beside the famous mountain range was  none-the-
less incredible: beautiful views, fresh spring water, and a ran-
dom run-in with the local fire department.  My friends and I 
stayed at a small hostel where the owner and especially his 
wife, as well as their many relatives, made it a trip to remem-
ber.  Their extreme generosity and kindness, from providing 
the best breakfast and dinner that I ate in Greece to arranging 
a taxi ride that took us all over the area, taught me the excep-
tional generosity and openness of the Greeks.   Finally, do 
not miss Meteora in central Greece.  These monasteries built 
on  precarious mountain tops will blow your socks off.  Be-
yond the geological phenomena and architectural accomplish-
ments, 
simply 

visiting 
the living Greek Orthodox monasteries are worth the trip.  
Hiking to each to the monasteries offers the traveler a brief 
look into the lives of those long-ago monks who fled to Me-
teora.  While visitors are no longer hauled up the edge of the 
mountains in an iron cage, the unbelievable beauty of the re-
gion and spirituality of the monasteries are not lost. 
 So whether your laptop, Blackberry, or iPhone does or 
does not survive your travels abroad, get out of your techno-
logical shell.  Talk to people, see things, try new foods and 
new experiences—it cannot be repeated enough.  In looking 
back over my fall semester abroad, I can still barely believe 
the people I met and places I traveled.   
 

Ευχαριστώ πολύ, Ελλάδα! 
[Thank you, Greece!] 

A view of the mountain range near Litohoro. 

Hooding Ceremony and graduation ceremonies.  Dr. Bose dissertation was titled, “Anti-Colonialism, Regionalism, 
and Cultural Autonomy:  Bengali Muslim Politics, c. 1840-1952.” 
 Seminar Dederian, (LA’09), after a year away  in Armenia,  was accepted as a graduate student at History 
Dept. at the University of Michigan, to study Armenian and Turkish History. 
 Benjamin J. Sacks, (LA’10), has had his article titled, “Constructed Utopia and the 'Culture of Deception': 
the Harvard Expansion towards the Charles River, 1902-1932,”accepted for publication in the New England Quar-
terly.  The paper looked at the period  between 1902 and 1932  during which the boundaries of Harvard University 
rapidly expanded, eventually encompassing nearly all of the land between Harvard Yard and the Charles 
River.  Additionally, it discusses how President Lowell's action in regard to the expansion at once perpetuated exist-
ing class and property discrimination and realized his goal of fostering undergraduate (rather than just graduate) 
education.  
 Negar Razavi, (LA’06),who received her BA from Tufts and her Masters from LSE in London, was ac-
cepted  at Oxford where she will be reading  Middle Eastern History at Saint Anthony's College. 
 David J. Proctor, (LA’94, GS’01, GS’10), was awarded his Ph.D. from Tufts University at graduation 
ceremonies this May.  His  dissertation was titled, “Imperial Christ:  The Empire, the Papacy and the Battle for 
Christendom.” In November of 2009, Dr. Proctor was voted “Professor of the Month” by the sisters of the Tufts 
chapter of Alpha Omicron Pi.   
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opportunities and grow professionally. My boyfriend at the time even 
came to Paraguay for a tête à tête about all my "soul searching mad-
ness". We had been in a long distance relationship for a year and 
moving to the same city had been a source of hope for us, a mutual 
goal.  
 During previous years I had always been sure of my next 
steps given my background: straight-A nerd in High School, Interna-
tional Relations and History major at Tufts, work and travel in 
Europe. Unfortunately my life equation was not balanced on both 
sides. The main problem was I did not know why, exactly, the loop 
was not closing. My friends back home said I probably felt nostalgic 
about living in Paraguay after starting my life from scratch in so 
many different cities over a seven-year period: I had moved to Mi-

ami, Boston, Madrid, Barcelona and back then to Boston. The truth 
was I was not even feeling comfortable at home, I felt I had grown into 

a different person. 
 In my insomnia I thought to myself, "you better shape up soon and decide". After two months of winter in 
Paraguay and summer in Spain I decided to live in Paraguay until I achieved something meaningful. I conditioned 
my actions: staying did not mean I was going to merely use my family connections to find a good job and enjoy "la 
dolce vita" of high-level society. I needed to create a microcosm where I could reinvent myself or otherwise would 
fall into superficial pleasures disregarding the crude reality that 48% of the Paraguayos in my country live margin-
alized and poor. 
 Thus my years at Tufts, where the values behind “service” had been engraved in my subconscious, and the 
"lost in translation" episode of my return to Paraguay merged into a driving force to prioritize my involvement in 
development issues. I started as a journalist for FOCO magazine, writing articles on successful businessmen en-
gaged in CSR campaigns, conferences on economic growth as a means towards poverty alleviation, and young en-
trepreneurs who served as an inspiration. I then worked at an NGO, Fundacion Paraguaya, writing project proposals 
and coordinating internships in three main areas: microfinance, self sustaining agricultural schools and Junior 
Achievement projects.  
 These experiences helped me understand the meaning behind a social entrepreneur. In May 2008 I travelled 
to Boston as a volunteer for the Annual One Laptop Per Child (OLPC www.laptop.org ) Countries meeting. Previ-
ously, I had learned about the technology, education and social multiplying effects of the project through a Com-
puter Science engineer who had made the initial contact with the OLPC Foundation. Returning to Boston and meet-
ing up with Tufts friends was in itself rewarding. Nonetheless, I never imagined that after four days of enlightening 
seminars, the last of which I happened to speak to the right person at the right moment, I would return home with a 

$1,000,000 donation from the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 
Telecommunication (SWIFT).  
 Upon my return to Paraguay, I immediately quit my job and, in 
collaboration with a young group of leaders, gave birth to Paraguay Educa 
(www.paraguayeduca.org), an NGO aimed at providing quality education 
to children in poor communities through the use of technology and inten-
sive training. The months that followed seemed like a marathon, which I 
ran in the company of a strong team. We gave endless presentations which 
reminded me of Al Gore’s green awareness campaign, met with politicians 
from President Lugo to local governors and mayors, handpicked high level 
board members, designed, edited, and redefined the institutional vision, 
mission, and key objectives, contacted renowned technicians and educators 

and convinced them to become a part of this national crusade. We had a budget 
of zero, but we were a magnet for volunteers. 
 Our first office was a coffee shop which not only provided us with 
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sugar-based energy but was also a great meeting place for engaging 
random strangers that walked in every day. Our single possession of 
value was a letter from the donors which committed all the funding to 
the purchase of laptops. Hence, we had to prove to SWIFT that there 
was a structure that could carry out and sustain the project and take 
care of the logistics, administrative, education, connectivity and com-
munity development associated costs. Our goal was to create a model 
that would serve as an example for the government to learn about the 
pilot experience and expand the project to the 1.2 million children in 
public schools.  
 We started by developing the road map for the deployment: 
our target consisted of 3700 children and 150 teachers. We formed 
strategic alliances with universities, private companies and other non-
government organizations and divided tasks within this joint effort. 
The role of the media was key - Paraguay Educa was highlighted in the 
newspapers every week, the project made cover stories five times 
within a single year. We took out a loan to cover teacher trainings as 
teachers needed to be ready before the next school year when kids 
would receive their XO computers. After eight months, we received a 
$300,000 cooperation from the Inter-American Development Bank, 
which allowed us to cover all associated costs, employ ten full-time 
staff members and convince the donors to ship the laptops.  
 After two years, Paraguay Educa has turned into one of the 
most influential NGOs in the country. We were able to create the first 
Digital City in Caacupe, receiving donations that will allow us to reach 
the total student population of the area, 9000 beneficiaries, by the end 

of the year. The results of an external evaluation showed that 3/5 of the children in this project work in the streets 
and have their parents living abroad due to migration forces. Despite their circumstances, they are already chang-
ing their communities by promoting a merit-based system of academic excellence. 
 Children are working in and out of the classroom, teaching their 
parents how to use the internet, creating animations, sending pictures to 
their family members abroad, correcting grammar mistakes of their teach-
ers, fixing their own hardware problems and programming their interests 
into the learning software Sugar. This list becomes endless when you visit 
Caacupe where the creativity gap no longer exists. 
 Teachers are also catalyzing change in their communities, donating 
their vacations for training and teaching not only their classrooms but also 
the parents, aunts, uncles, grandparents and neighbours that want to become 
part of the newly formed digital society. Parents are also engaged in this 
virtuous cycle: they have formed working groups to remodel schools, estab-
lish electrical outlets in classrooms, build tables and chairs among other re-
lated initiatives.  
 Local communities all around the country are lobbying to become 
part of the project. President Lugo issued a decree last week to incorporate 
technology in the education system. Paraguay Educa is supporting this ini-
tiative with a critical eye on the model that will be adopted. A quixotic path 
lies ahead. Looking back at our graduation principles to live by, I recall 
mayor Bloomberg saying “the more you give, the more you get”. I now re-
alize that while I was trying to give back to Paraguay, I found my true pas-
sion.  

A successful program. 
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