
JUDAIC STUDIES 
 
General Courses:  
JS 73 Aspects of the Sephardic Tradition 
JS 91-01  Ladino Language & Culture 
JS 94-01  Technology & Jewish Oral Tradition 
JS 132 The Book of Genesis and Its Interpreters  
JS 162 Philip Roth & Company 
 
Special courses: 
JS 93/193 Directed Study/Adv. Directed Study 
JS 99 Internship 
JS 199 Senior Honors Thesis 
 
JS 73 Aspects of the Sephardic Tradition 
Ascher L+ TR 4:30-5:45 
Introduction to the history and culture of the Sephardic Jews. The life and fortunes of the 
Sephardim in Spain and Portugal, their contributions to the exploration, settlement, and 
development of America, their folklore, and present attempts to preserve and promote their 
heritage will be considered. Focus on prominent and interesting Sephardic personalities 
from diverse countries and times, such as Maimonides, Dona Gracia Nasi, Judah Touro, 
Haim Isaac Carigal, and Elias Canetti.  Cross-listed as REL 73. 
 
JS 91-01 Ladino Language and Culture 
Ascher F+ TR 12:00-1:15 
Introduction to the language known as Ladino and the culture of the Sephardic Jews who 
have spoken it for over 500 years. When they were expelled from Spain in 1492, Jews took 
this language with them, and it has been enriched through contact with languages 
encountered in their various lands of resettlement. Emphasis on the living language: 
understanding, speaking, and writing (including creatively). Texts will include proverbs, 
stories, and songs from the folk tradition as well as contemporary poems and songs, and 
basic language materials: grammar text and verb tables.  Some background in Spanish (or 
Ladino!) is helpful, but not essential. Cross-listed as SPN 91. 
 
JS 94-01 Technology and Jewish Oral Tradition 
Summit                  H+                  TR 1:30-2:45 
In this course, we will examine the concept of oral tradition and its traditional transmission 
in the Jewish community. We will consider why certain men and women increasingly see 
the performance of text as a key to authentic religious expression. In many congregations, 
across denominational lines, busy lay congregants spend hours every week preparing to 
"read Torah" and lead services at Sabbath worship. Many understand this proper 
performance of sacred text as a way to position themselves at the core of authentic religious 
experience. Increasingly, these oral traditions of chant and prayer are not learned through 
face to face interaction with cantors, rabbis or other teachers but from websites and 
computer programs such as "Haftutor,” “CyberTropes,” or “Navigating the Bible.” We will 
examine how the application of these new technologies is changing the transmission, study, 
performance and cultural understanding of these sacred oral traditions. Cross-listed with 
MUS 97-01 and REL 10-18. 



JS 132 The Book of Genesis and Its Interpreters 
Rosenberg                               ARR                        W 4:30-7:15 
A detailed study of the biblical book of Genesis, with special attention to the role the book 
played in postbiblical religious and cultural traditions. All texts read in English. Cross-listed 
with REL 132.  
 
JS 162 Philip Roth and Company 
Freedman-Bellow F+ TR 12:00-1:15 
We will take a tour through Philip Roth's fiction reading his work alongside that of a 
number of writers whom he has either influenced, parodied, refracted, obsessed about or 
appropriated. Texts may include: Portnoy's Complaint, The Ghost Writer, American 
Pastoral, The Human Stain, The Dying Animal (all by Roth), Gogol's "The Nose," Kafka's 
"Metamorphosis", Henry James's "The Lesson of the Master" and Saul Bellow's Henderson 
the Rain King. Cross-Listed with Eng 162-01. 
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