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~THE FACULTY OF GERMAN, RUSSIAN, & ASIAN~  

ARABIC 
Rana Abdul-Aziz 

Language Coordinator 

Lecturer, Arabic 

Olin 323,   x75963 

rana.abdul-aziz@tufts.edu 

 

Lutf Alkebsi 

Lecturer, Arabic 

Olin 302,  x72576 

 

Mohammed Alwan 

Lecturer, Arabic 

Mugar 250F,   x74898 

mbalwan@aol.com 

 

Fadi Jajji 

Lecturer, Arabic  
Olin 302,   x72576 

fadi.jajji@tufts.edu   

 

Samah Al-Salami 

Part-time Lecturer,  Arabic 

Olin 011A,  x74853 

Samah.al_salami@tufts.edu 

 

Kamran Rastegar 

Program Director 

Assistant Professor, Arabic 

Olin 320,  x72650  

kamran.rastegar@tufts.edu 

 Souhad Zendah 

Part-time Lecturer, Arabic 

Olin 011A,   x74853 

souhad.zendah@tufts.edu 

CHINESE 
Jianping Feng 

Lecturer, Chinese 

Olin 336,   x72373 

jianping.feng@tufts.edu 

 

Joanna Kuriyama 

Lecturer, Chinese 

Olin 336,   x72373 

joanna.kuriyama@tufs.edu 

 

Jinyu Li 

Senior Lecturer, Chinese 

Olin 308,   x72374 

jinyu.li@tufts.edu 

Ning Ma 

Assistant Professor, Chinese 

Olin 324   x70823 

n.ma@tufts.edu 

Min Wan 

Part-time Lecturer, Chinese 

Olin 336,   x72373 

min.wan@tufts.edu 

Shaomei Wang 

Lecturer, Chinese 

Olin 336   x72373 

shaomei.wang@tufts.edu 

Mingquan Wang 

Language Coordinator 

Senior Lecturer, Chinese   

Olin 312,   x72579 

m.wang@tufts.edu 

 

Xiaoya Ye 

Part-time Lecturer, 

Chinese 

Olin 011A,  x74853 

xiaoya.ye@tufts.edu 

Xueping Zhong 

Program Director  

Associate Professor, Chinese 

Olin 311, x72375 

xueping.zhong@tufts.edu 

GERMAN 
Gloria Ascher 

Associate Professor,  

German, JS 

Olin 332,   x72036 

gloria.ascher@tufts.edu 

 
Daniel Brown 

Associate Professor, German 

& Swahili 

Olin 329,   x72370 

daniel.brown@tufts.edu 

  

Sol Gittleman 

Professor German, JS 

Ballou Hall 1st fl   x74840 

sol.gittleman@tufts.edu 
 

Geraldine Grimm  

Part-time Lecturer, German 

Olin 7C,   x74880 

geraldine.grimm@tufts.edu 

Bernhard Martin 

Director of Graduate Program 

Associate Professor, German  

Olin 301,   x72637 

bernhard.martin@tufts.edu 

Doris Pfaffinger 

Lecturer, German 

Olin 317,   x72621 

doris.pfaffinger@tufts.edu 
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Elisabeth Rettelbach 

Part-time Lecturer,  

German 

Olin 317,   x72621 

elisabeth.rettelbach@tufts.edu 

 

Christiane Romero 

Program Director  

Professor, German  

Olin 325,   x73499 

christiane.romero@tufts.edu 

Saskia Stoessel 

Language Coordinator 

Senior Lecturer, German  

Olin 335,  x75635 

saskia.stoessel@tufts.edu 

HEBREW 
Hava Kimelman 

Part-time Lecturer, Hebrew 

Olin 303,   x73015 

havakim1@gmail.com 

 

Rahel Meshoulam 

Language Coordinator  

Lecturer, Hebrew  

Olin 319,   x72069 

rahel.meshoulam@tufts.edu 

 

 

 

ILVS 
Charles Inouye 

Director of ILVS Program  

Professor, Japanese 

Olin 306,   x72359 

charles.inouye@tufts.edu 
 

 

Monica White Ndounou,  

Assistant Professor  

Dept. of Drama and Dance  

Aidekman 9, 76541  

monica.ndounou@tufts.edu 

 

 

 

JAPANESE 
Shelley Erickson 

Part-time Lecturer, Japanese 

Olin 303,  x73015 

shelley.erickson@tufts.edu 

 

Hosea Hirata 

Chair of Department  

Professor, Japanese  

Olin 326,   x72671 

hosea.hirata@tufts.edu 

 

 

Charles Inouye 

Program Director 

Professor, Japanese 

Olin 306,   x72359 

charles.inouye@tufts.edu 

Kiyomi Kagawa 

Language Coordinator 

Lecturer, Japanese 

Olin 304   x75645 

kiyomi.kagawa@tufts.edu  

 

Shiori Koizumi 

Lecturer, Japanese 

Olin 303,   x73015 

s.koizumi@tufts.edu 

Kiyoko Morita 

Lecturer, Japanese 

Olin 303,   x73015 

kiyoko.morita@tufts.edu 

Susan Napier 

On Leave SP10 

Professor, Japanese 

Olin 328,   x72199 

susan.napier@tufts.edu 

 

  

JUDAIC STUDIES    
Gloria Ascher 

Co-Director of  

Judaic Studies Program  

Associate Professor, German, 

JS 

Olin 302   x72576 

gloria.ascher@tufts.edu 

 

Sol Gittleman 

Professor German, JS 

Ballou Hall 1st floor   x74840 

sol.gittleman@tufts.edu 

 

Joel Rosenberg 

Co-Director of  

Judaic Studies Program  

Associate Professor, JS 

Olin 322   x72037 

joel.rosenberg@tufts.edu 
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Rabbi Jeffrey Summit 

Part-time Lecturer, JS 

Hillel Center   x73242 

jeffrey.summit@tufts.edu 

 

RUSSIAN 
Greg Carleton 

Associate Professor, Russian 

Olin 314   x75962 

greg.carleton@tufts.edu 

 

Tanya Gassel 

Part-time Lecturer, Russian 

Olin 007B  x74774 

tanya.gassel-

vozlinskaya@tufts.edu 

 

Vida Johnson 

Program Director & 

Language Coordinator  

Professor, Russian 

Olin 315   x73407 

vida.johnson@tufts.edu 

 

Scarlet Marquette 

Part-time Lecturer, Russian 

Olin 316, x72596 

 

Nancy Petrov 

Part-time Lecturer, Russian 

Olin 007B  x74774 

nancy.iffland_petrov@tufts.edu 

 

David Sloane 

On Leave SP10 

Associate Professor, Russian 

Olin 316,   x72596 

david.sloane@tufts.edu 

SWAHILI 
Daniel Brown 

Language Coordinator 

Associate Professor, German & 

Swahili  

Olin 329  x72370 

daniel.brown@tufts.edu 

  

 
DEPARTMENT INFORMATION 

 

          Vicky Cirrone                                Brandy Cunningham 
Department Administrator                     Staff Assistant 

   
 Olin 326 

                                                          Phone: 617-627-3442 
                                                                  Fax: 617-627-3945 

 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 AM ð 5:00 PM 
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Spring 2010 
ARABIC 

ARB 2 A-F  Elementary Modern Standard Arabic 

ARB 4 B-D Intermediate Modern Standard Arabic 

ARB 22 A, B Arabic Reading, Comp, Conversation  

ARB62-02  Modern Arabic Literature  

ARB 63 Arabian Nights 

ARB 92-02   Arab & Western Travel Literature: A Cultural Encounter 

ARB 92-03  Post Colonial Cinemas 

ARB 92-05  Arabic Music Ensemble 

ARB 122-01/02 Advanced Modern Standard Arabic 

ARB 192-02 Readings in Arabic Culture and Society, in Arabic 

 

CHINESE 

CHNS 2A-D Elementary Chinese 

CHNS 3/4  Intensive Intermediate Chinese 

CHNS 4A-E  Intermediate Chinese  

CHNS 22A-D  Reading & Conversation 

CHNS 92  Special Topics: Martial Arts in Chinese Literature and Film 

CHNS 101  Foundations of Chinese Thought 

CHNS 108  Rural & Urban China through Cinema 

CHNS 122A-C  Advanced Chinese 

CHNS 124  Advanced Readings in Chinese Culture 

CHNS 126  Business Chinese 

CHNS 192  China and the West (Seminar) 

 

GERMAN 

GER 2A-B  Elementary German  

GER 4A-B  Intermediate German 

GER 22  Grammar Review and Composition 

GER 43/143 Dungeons & Dragons 

GER 44  Shaping Identity 

GER 57/157 Bertolt Brecht 

GER 62  Survey of German Literature II 

GER 76/176 Vienna: A Biorgraphy 

GER 175  Early 2oth Century Literature 

GER 192  Intro to Literary Studies 

 



HEBREW 

HEB 2A-B Elementary Hebrew  

HEB 4        Intermediate Hebrew 

HEB 22  Composition and Conversation 

HEB 122  Composition and Conversation  

 

ILVS 

ILVS 50/50R   Introduction to Film Studies  

ILVS 92-01/R        Post Colonial Cinemas 

ILVS 92-03   Warrior Nations: US-RUS 

ILVS 92-05  Introduction to Literary Studies 

ILVS 92-10  East-West Filmmakers (cancelled) (to be taught in fall 2010) 

ILVS 92-19        Arab & Western Travel Literature: A Cultural Encounter 

ILVS 192-09      The End of the World, Plan B 

ILVS 192-18       China and the West 

 

JAPANESE 

JPN 2AðD  Elementary Japanese  

JPN 4 A-B  Intermediate Japanese 

JPN 22-01/02 Reading and Conversation  

JPN 61  Introduction to Japanese Culture 

JPN 115  Haruki Murakami 

JPN 122                   Advanced Japanese 

JPN 124  Advanced Readings in Japanese Culture 

JPN 192-01   Japanese Gothic (Seminar) 

 

JUDAIC STUDIES 

JS 65  Introduction to Yiddish Culture 

JS 78  Jewish Women 

JS 91-01  Ladino Language and Culture 

JS 126  Roots of the Jewish Imagination  

JS 142  Jewish Experience on Film  

JS 162  Philip Roth and Company 

JS 192-04  Jewish Music and Prayer 

 

 

 

 



RUSSIAN 

RUS 2 A-B              Elementary Russian 

RUS 4 A- B             Intermediate Russian 

RUS 22     Composition and Conversation 

RUS 60  Classics of 19th Century Russian Literature 

RUS 72  Contemporary Russian Culture 

RUS 80  Russian Film     

RUS 92-01      Warrior Nations: US-RUS 

RUS 92-02  East-West Filmmakers (cancelled) (to be taught in fall 2010) 

RUS 192-02 Men & Women in Todayõs Russia: The New òPepsió Generation 

 

SWAHILI 

SWA 2                    Elementary Swahili 

SWA 4                        Intermediate Swahili 

 

WORLD LITERATURE 

WL 71  Scandinavian Literature 
 

 

 

 



ARABIC 
Language Courses:  

ARB 2 A-F  Elementary Modern Standard Arabic 

ARB 4 A-C Intermediate Modern Standard Arabic 

ARB 22 A, B Arabic Reading, Comp, Conversation 

ARB 122-01/02 Advanced Modern Standard Arabic 

 

Taught in English: 
ARB 62-02  Modern Arabic Literature 

ARB 63  Arabian Nights in World Culture 

ARB 92-02   Arab & Western Travel Literature: A Culture Encounter 

ARB 92-03  Post Colonial Cinemas 

ARB 92-05  Arabic Music Ensemble 

ARB 192-02 Readings in Arabic Culture and Society, in Arabic 

  

Special courses: 

ARB 94-01  Directed Study        ARR           Abdul-Aziz 

ARB 94-02  Directed Study        ARR           Alwan 

ARB 94-03  Directed Study        ARR         Rastegar 

ARB 94-04  Directed Study        ARR           Fadi J.  

ARB 194-01 Adv. Dir. Study:      ARR           Abdul-Aziz 

  Language/Literature          

ARB 194-02 Adv. Dir. Study:      ARR           Alwan 

  Language/Literature           

ARB 194-04 Adv. Dir. Study:      ARR           Fadi J. 

  Language/Literature          

 

 

 

 

 

 



ARB 2 Elementary Modern Standard Arabic  

Section A Fadi J.            K+HF     MW    4:30-5:45,        F  2:30 -3:30 

Section B      Al-Salami     D+EF     TR     10:30-11:45,   F 10:30-11:20                                                                                                                                                       

Section C Al-Salami     H+GF     TR      1:30-2:45,        F  1:30- 2:20                                                                                                                                                             

Section D      Fadi J.           G+GF     MW     1:30-2:45,       F  1:30-2:20                                                                                                                                                             

Section E Fadi J.           E+CF      MW     10:30-11:45, F 9:30-10:20                                                                                                                                                             

Section F Fadi J.           M+IF         MW     6:00-7:15,       F 3:30-4:20 

Continuation of ARB 1: Elementary Modern Standard Arabic. Communicative approach 

through the development of the four language skills:  reading, writing , listening and speaking.   

Students will have weekly oral presentations, short papers and a final video project.  Pre-

requisite:  Arabic 01 or equivalent.  

ARB 4 Intermediate Modern Standard Arabic  

Section A Zendah           I+FF          MW   3:00-4:15,      F 12:00-12:50 

Section B Abdul Aziz    L+MM     M        6:00 ð 6:50,   TR  4:30 ð 5:45   

Section C Abdul Aziz   QMN+     M        7:30-8:15,      TR   6:00-7:15                                                                                                                                                             

A continuation of ARB 3: Intermediate Modern Standard Arabic. Communicative 

approach with particular emphasis on active control of Arabic grammar and vocabulary; 

conversation; reading, translation and discussion of selected texts. The course includes oral 

presentations, typed papers in Arabic and a final creative project. Weekly meetings include 

2 regular classes and one conversation class. Prerequisites: Arabic 3 or equivalent. 

ARB 22 Arabic Reading Composition and Conversation 

Section A                Alkebsi         DMD+         M     9:30-10:20, TR 10:30-11:45 

Section B                Zendah          G+GF  MW 1:30-2:45,    F      1:30-2:20 

Emphasis on active control of vocabulary and grammar. Intensive practice in communication, 

reading, writing, and translation. The course includes oral presentations, short papers and a 

creative project. Weekly meetings include 2 regular classes and one conversation class. 

Prerequisite: Arabic 21 or equivalent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ARB 122 Advanced Modern Standard Arabic 

Section 01  Alkebsi                     L+GF              TR  4:30 ð 5:45,  F  1:30-2:20 

Section 02 Alkebsi                      IMH+                M    3:00 - 3:50, TR 1:30 - 2:45 

This course will offer readings and discussions in Modern Standard Arabic. The textbook 

al-Kitaab, Part III (Georgetown University Press, 2001) is the main source of the course 

materials.  Articles dealing with a variety of topics will be explored, including Islam and 

politics, Arabic folklore, Arabs and the West, Modern Arabic poetry, development in Arab 

developing countries, and Arabic feminist writers.  Grammatical structures will be discussed 

in the context of articles addressing these issues. The course will also use audio-visual 

materials.  In Arabic. 

 

ARB 192-02 Readings in Arabic Culture and Society, in Arabic 

Alwan  G+                   MW 1:30-2:45 

The course will offer analytical reading of modern Arabic literary texts. It will include 

selections of essays, short stories, critical studies, and poetry by modern Arab writers from 

all over teh Arab World. Class discussion and written critiques of some of the pieces 

selected. Prerequisite: ARB 122 or equivalent.  In Arabic.  

Taught in English 

 

ARB 62 Modern Arabic Literature 

Rastegar  G+     MW 1:30-2:45 

The Modern Arabic Literature course offers an introductory survey of major Arabic literary works 

of the modern period: the short story, the novel and poetry (with a look at other experimental forms). 

The literature selected represents many of the major figures of Arabic writing, from across the Arab 

world, spanning from the nineteenth century through the present day. A variety of cultural and social 

themes will be highlighted, including the way by which colonialism, nationalism, gender, sexuality, and 

political resistance have been reflected in Arabic literature. Readings will be supplemented with 

secondary texts and lectures, so as to offer thematic frameworks through which the literary readings 

will be discussed. In English. 

ARB 63 Arabian Nights in World Culture 

Alwan                     L+ TR             TR 4:30-5:45 

A survey of the composition,structure, history, and importance of the Arabian Nights, the 

famous tales narrated by Shahrazad during 1001 nights, with selected reading of the most 

important tales. The dissemination of the Nights and their transmission to other regions of 

the world including their impact on other cultures as reflected in writing, art works, and films. In 

English. 

 



ARB 92-02 Arabic & Western Travel Literature: A Cultural Encounter 

Alwan I+ MW 3:00-4:15 

The course is a survey of travel literature whether written by Arabs or by Westerners.  It will 

analyze how travel literature expresses inquisitiveness at the encounter of a different culture.  

It attempts to show how the traveler-writer endeavors to decipher this different culture in the 

light of his own experience and knowledge.  A comparison between Western and Arab travel 

literature will be made in order to perceive how Arabs and Westerners apprehend otherness.  

Issues such as tolerance/intolerance, transience/permanence, and universal/particular will 

be considered.  In English. Cross-Listed as ILVS 92-19.  

 

ARB 92-03 Post Colonial Cinemas 

Rastegar      M+ MW6:00-7:15 

This course offers an overview of the intersection between world cinema and the conditions 

of colonialism and the post-colonial. Beginning with readings and viewings on 

representations of the non-Western world in early cinema, the course will then move to 

examine the development of cinemas of resistance and in particular the articulation of Third 

Cinema in the context of the Cold War. The second half of the course will examine the 

emergence of postcolonial themes in cinema, examining the treatment of questions such 

gender and identity, social subalterns, orientalism, diaspora identity and other issues.  

 

The course will necessarily present a selective view of the range of postcolonial cinemas, with 

films chosen from European, African, Middle Eastern and South Asian cinemas, although 

a special focus will be given to Arab cinemas. Cross-Listed as ILVS 9201. 

 Film Screening T 6:30-9:00.  

 

ARB 92-04 Arabic Music Ensemble 

Roustom   M 6:00-8:30                

Performance of both classical and folk Arabic music. The Maqam micro-tonal scale system 

as applied to both Western and Arabic instruments. Improvisation, form, style, rhythmic 

cycles, as well as Arabic vocal diction. Some Arabic Ouds (lutes) to be made available. One 

half-course credit. Cross-listed as MUS 92.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  CHINESE 
Language Courses: 

CHNS 2 A-D Elementary Chinese 

CHNS 3/4  Intensive Intermediate Chinese 

CHNS 4A-E  Intermediate Chinese  

CHNS 22A-D  Reading & Conversation 

CHNS 122A-C Advanced Chinese  

CHNS 124  Advanced Readings in Chinese Culture 

CHNS 126  Business Chinese 

 

Taught in English: 

CHNS 92  Special Topics: Martial Arts in Chinese Literature and Film 

CHNS 101  Foundations of Chinese Thought 

CHNS108  Rural & Urban China through Cinema 

CHNS 192  China and the West (Seminar) 

   

Special Courses:   

CHNS 94/194 Directed Study/ Advanced Directed Study     

CHNS 2 Elementary Chinese 

Section A      Feng, J.               C+CF    TW 9:05- 10:20, F   9:30-10:20 

Section B  Feng, J.     F+FF      TR 12:00-1:15,    F 12:00-12:50 

Section C  Kuriyama, J.       DMD+   M  9:30-10:20,    TR10:30-11:45                                                                                                                                                            

Section D  Feng, J.      H+HF    TR 1:30-2:45,       F 2:30-3:20                                                                                                                                                             

Continuation of Chinese 1. Emphasis on active command of spoken Chinese. Improvement 

in pronunciation and conversational skills. Further development in vocabulary, grammar, 

reading and writing. Online drills required. Four hours per week in 3 sessions.  

 

CHNS 3/4 Intensive Intermediate Chinese 

Wang, M. C,DMD+    MTWF 9:30-10:20, TR 10:30-11:45  

Continuation of Intensive Elementary Chinese 1/2. Combination of Chinese 3 and 4 into 

one semester. Emphasis on oral communication. Intermediate vocabulary and grammar. More 

practice in reading and writing. Designed for those who want to move faster. Highly 

recommended for those planning to study or work abroad. Online drills required. Seven 

hours per week. Meets every day. Two credits. Prerequisite: Chinese 2, 1/2, or equivalent. 

 



CHNS 4 Intermediate Chinese        

Section A   Wang, S. F+FF         TR    12:00-1:15,    F  12:00-12:50 

Section B        Wang, S.       H+HF      TR    1:30-2:45,       F   2:30-3:20 

Section C        Kuriyama E+EF       MW   10:30-11:45, F  10:30-11:20 

Section D        Kuriyama F+FF         TR     12:00-1:15,    F  12:00-12:50 

Section E  Ye JMJ+         M       4:30-5:20,     TR 3:00-4:15                                                                                                                                                            

Continuation of Chinese 3. Emphasis on fluency in oral communication. Further studies of 

grammar and vocabulary. Development of reading and compositional skills. Online drills 

required. Four hours per week in 3 sessions. Prerequisite: Chinese 3 or equivalent. 

CHNS 22 Reading and Conversation 

Section A      Li F+FF         TR    12:00-1:15,   F 12:00-12:50 

Section B Li          H+HF       TR    1:30-2:45,      F 2:30-3:20  

Section C Ye          E+EF       MW  10:30-11:45, F10:30-11:20 

Section D Ye G+GF       MW  1:30-2:45,      F1:30-2:20                                                                                                                                                             

Designed for students with an equivalent of two and a half years of college Chinese. In 

addition to grammar review and reading of contemporary prose essays with a cultural focus, 

skills in conversation and simple composition are also stressed. Class conducted mainly in 

Chinese. Online drills required. Four hours per week in 3 sessions. Prerequisite: Chinese 21 

or equivalent. 

CHNS 122 Advanced Chinese 

Section A      Feng       JMJ+       M   4:30-5:20,  TR   300-4:15                                                                                                                                                             

Section B      Wan      DMD+    M   9:30-10:20,  TR 10:30-11:45 

Section C Wan       E+EF       MW  10:30-11:45, F10:30-11:20                       

Designed for students with an equivalent of three and a half years of college Chinese. 

Intensive practice in speaking, reading, writing and translating. Emphasis on contemporary 

materials dealing with cultural topics. Conducted mostly in Chinese. Online drills required. 

Four hours per week in 3 sessions. Prerequisite: Chinese 121 or equivalent. 

 

CHNS 124 Advanced Readings in Chinese Culture 

Wang, S. J+ TR 3:00-4:15 

Discussion of current social, political, economic and cultural issues, with emphasis on 

vocabulary, structures, and styles. Equal emphasis on oral and written skills. Class 

conducted in Chinese. Three hours per week in 2 sessions. Prerequisite: Chinese 123 or 

equivalent. 

 

 



CHNS 126  Business Chinese 

Li J+ TR 3:00-4:15 

 Advanced Chinese course for those interested in contemporary Chinese business 
communications. Covers various types of authentic business-related language materials, both 
oral and written. Emphasis on cultural and linguistic aspects of the Chinese business 
communications. Objectives include a better understanding of the business world in China, 
its practices and trends, as well as development of language skills in listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. Three hours per week in 2 sessions. Prerequisite: Chinese 124 or 
equivalent. 
 

Taught in English: 

 

CHNS 92 Special Topics: Martial Arts in Chinese Literature and Film 

Ma H+ TR 1:30-2:45 

Introduction to the genre of martial arts fantasy (wu xia) that prevails in Chinese popular 

culture, covering both premodern stories of assassin-retainers, knights-errant, warriors, and 

superwomen, and their readaptaions in modern literature and blockbuster films such as Ang 

Lee's "Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon" and Zhang Yimou's "Hero." Related issues such 

as gender, power, violence, justice, nationalism, and globalization will also be discussed. In 

English. 

 

CHNS 101Foundations of Chinese Thought 

Ma D+ TR      1030AM-1145AM                                                                                                                                                             

Introduction to Chinese intellectual history, with special emphasis on the major schools that 

established the foundations of Chinese thought: Confucianism, Daoism, Moism, and 

Legalism. Issues such as basic orientations of Chinese thought vis-a-vis Western philosophy 

and the relevance of ancient Chinese thought to the contemporary world will also be 

discussed. In English. 

 

CHNS 108  Rural & Urban China Through Cinema 

Zhong                       ARR              MW 3:00-5:15    

This film course addresses a central socio-cultural issue in modern China, that of the urban-

rural divide. Focusing on films set in rural, urban, and rural-to-urban settings and made in 

modern and contemporary China, this course explores how cinematic representations 

capture the cultural differences, their social and historical reasons and contexts, the changing 

dynamics in rural and urban China, and the social, cultural, and political implications of such 

filmic representations. In English. Prerequisites: One course on modern Chinese culture.  

 

 



CHNS 192 China and the West (seminar) 

Zhong                                   ARR     T 4:30-7:15 

Through film, fiction, TV shows, and scholarly writings, this seminar ventures into areas 

where cross-cultural understanding becomes more than just learning about an òotheró culture. 

We will examine how Chinese and Western cultures perceive and represent one another. We 

will explore the cultural, political, and historical reasons and implications involved. We will ask 

whether or not learning about an òotheró culture should also entail learning about oneõs own 

culture, and why. Prerequisite: junior standing and one course on China. In English.  

Cross-listed as ILVS 192-18. 

 

Special Courses: 

CHNS 93-01 Directed Study               ARR  Zhong 

CHNS 193-01 Adv. Directed Study           ARR  Zhong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GERMAN 
 

Language and Literature Courses: In German 

GER  2A-B Elementary German 

GER  4A-B Intermediate German 

GER  22   Grammar Review and Composition 

GER 44  Shaping Identity 

GER  62  Survey of German Literature II 

GER 175   Early 20th Century Literature  

GER 192   Intro to Literary Studies 

 

Taught in English: 

GER 43/143 Dungeons & Dragons 

GER 57/157 Bertolt Brecht 

GER 76/176 Vienna: A Biography  

  

Special Courses: 

GER 94/194 Directed Study   ARR Staff 

GER 96/196 Teaching Internship  ARR Stoessel 

GER 124  Practices Teaching Lang. ARR Staff 

GER 199  Honors Thesis  ARR Staff 

GER 291  Graduate Colloquium ARR Romero/Martin 

GER 401-PT Masters Degree  ARR Staff 

GER 402-FT Masters Degree  ARR Staff 

GER 2 Elementary German 

Section A Stoessel      C        TWF       9:30-10:20 

Section B Pfaffinger E        MWF      10:30-11:20    

The continuation of German 1 with emphasis on active command of basic spoken and written 

German. Texts will familiarize students with various aspects of German life and culture.   

Additional weekly practice sessions in small groups reinforce class materials.  

Prerequisites: German1or equivalent. 

 

 

 



GER 4 Intermediate German 

Section A Pfaffinger C        TWF       9:30-10:20 

Section B Rettelbach   G        MWF      1:30-2:20 

The continuation of the intermediate course with discussion of longer literary texts (plays, 

short stories). Review of the more complex aspects of intermediate level grammar. Oral 

presentations. Written compositions. Videos in the language lab and assignments 

incorporating the Internet.  Additional weekly practice sessions in small groups reinforce 

class materials. Prerequisites: German 3 or equivalent. 

 

GER 22 Composition/Conversation 

Stoessel F           TRF     12:00-12:50                                                                                                                                                                                   

Emphasis on oral skills with continuing practice in writing. Oral reports and discussions of 

the German cultural scene based primarily on readings of non-fiction such as current 

newspapers and magazines, television, and films.  Requirements: Active class participation, 

additional practice sections in small groups to achieve increased fluency, several short 

essays, oral and written tests.  Prerequisites: German 4, 21, or equivalent. 

 

GER 44 Shaping Identity 

Pfaffinger   D+  TR 10:30-11:45 

Based on a selection of contemporary films and shorter texts, we will explore how authors, 

filmmakers, artists and journalists portray the social, political, and cultural developments 

Germany has seen since 1968. Students will not only improve their language skills, but also 

develop cross-cultural competence, and a better understanding of òthingsó German: 

attitudes, traditions, national self-awareness. 

Prerequisites: German 4, 21, or equivalent.  In German. 

 

GER 62 Survey of German Literature II 

Grimm F+         TR   12:00-1:15  

A systematic survey of the historical development of German literature from the turn of the 

twentieth century to the present. The selected readings of (mostly short) texts by leading 

German authors (such as Thomas Mann, Franz Kafka, Bert Brecht, Heinrich Boell) will 

serve as an introduction to the main literary trends of 20th-century Germany in their political 

and cultural context.  We will also look at some film adaptations of discussed literary texts. 

Prerequisites: 21, 22, or consent.  In German. 

 

 

 

 



GER 175  Early 20th Century Literarure  

Romero  H+        TR 1:30-2:45            

A critical and historical survey of major German writers and literary/cultural trends of the 

first part of the twentieth century, from naturalism and decadence through expressionism and 

New Objectivity.  Readings include Rilke, Hofmannsthal, Schnitzler, Musil, Brecht, Kafka, 

Thomas Mann, and Anna Seghers.  Emphasis on their European context.  Prerequisites:  

German 61 or equivalent, or consent.  In German. 

 

Taught in English: 

 

GER 43/143 Dungeons & Dragons: The Medieval Roots of National Identity 

Martin E+           MW   10:30-11:45   

The role of medieval literature in the creation of a German national identity in the nineteenth 

and early twentieth centuries. On the basis of adaptations of the Nibelungen myth from the 

Middle-High German epic to readings of the material by Hebbel, Wagner, and Lang, the 

course analyzes the role literature can play in stabilizing or changing social structures and 

political self-awareness.   No prerequisites.  In English. 

If taken at the 100-level:  Extra assignments and class meetings.  Prerequisites:  Senior or 

graduate standing.  Upper level taught in German. 

 

GER 57/157 Bertolt Brecht 

Brown  J+  TR   3:00-4:15 

A study of selected Dramas with emphasis on Brecht's representation of women and the 

role of women in his life and collective. Special attention given to recent literary 

theory/interpretation. Dramas studied include "Caucasian Chalk Circle," "Mother 

Courage," "Saint Joan of The Stockyards" and "Three Penny Opera". Readings in 

German for German majors and in English for other students.  

No prerequisites.  In English.  Cross-listed asDR 57.  

If taken at the 100-level:  Extra assignments and class meetings. Prerequisites:  Senior or 

graduate standing.   Cross-Listed as DR 157. 

 

 

 

 

 



GER 76/176 Vienna: A biography 

Romero                                              D+                        TR10:30 ð 11:45         

A "biography" of Vienna through the texts the city has produced/inspired; the changing 

(multi)cultural role Vienna has played and continues to play in the heart of Europe. The 

emphasis is on literary texts, but in conjunction with art, architecture, and music, as well as 

their modes of consumption.  No prerequisites.  In English. Cross-listed as HST 176. 

Note: GER 176 not Cross-listed as HST 176. If taken at the German 100-level :  Extra 

assignments and class meetings.   Prerequisites:  Senior or graduate standing.  These will be 

 taught in German. 

 
 GER 192-04 Introduction to Literary Studies 

Martin I+ MW 3:00-4:15  

How do we interact with at text?  How does a work of art work?  How do my critical skills and 

my personal/cultural background affect my perception of the work of art?  The course will 

provide a strong foundation for the study of literature by introducing fundamental concepts 

and methods that allow a personal and self-conscious engagement of literary works. 

No prerequisites.  Graduate students only.  Additional  time TBA. 

 

Special Courses: 

 

GER 124 Practices of Teaching Foreign Languages:  German 

Members of the Department 11 T 6:30-9:00 

Curriculum, materials, and principles of teaching German for elementary, middle, or 

secondary school.  Prerequisites: Permission of Instructor. This class is restricted to 

students who are currently enrolled in a pre-service teaching practicum with the Education 

Department.  Cross-listed as ED 124. 

 

 

 



 HEBREW 
Language Courses: 

HEB 2A-B       Elementary Hebrew 

HEB 4         Intermediate Hebrew 

HEB 22               Composition and Conversation 

HEB 122             Composition and Conversation  

 

Special Courses: 

HEB 94/194    Directed Study/ 

       Advanced Directed Study  ARR            Meshoulam 

HEB 96              Teaching Internship  ARR           Staff 

 

HEB 2 Elementary Hebrew 

Section A              Kimelman               E+EF        MW 10:30-11:45 F 10:30-11:20 

Section B              Kimelman               G+GF       MW 1:30-2:45  F 1:30-2:20 

Continuation of Hebrew 1 focusing on the book MODERN HEBREW.  The course 

will continue to develop knowledge of Hebrew for both reading and conversation. An 

additional hour of class for practice and drills to be arranged. 

Prerequisite: Hebrew 1 or consent of instructor. 

  

HEB 4 Intermediate Hebrew 

Meshoulam            E+EF        MW 10:30-11:45, F 10:30-11:20  

Selected readings from Hebrew literature, pre-modern and modern.  In addition, Israeli 

movies are going to be viewed.  Class sessions conducted in Hebrew.  

Prerequisite: Hebrew 3 or consent of instructor. 

  

HEB 22 Composition and Conversation   

Meshoulam                           I+               MW 3:00-4:15 Additional 50 min TBA 

Continuation of Hebrew 21. Selections from modern Hebrew literature, poetry and films, 

with more emphasis on writing, grammar and conversation.  

Prerequisite: Hebrew 21 or consent of instructor.  

 

 HEB 122 Composition and Conversation 

Meshoulam                                 K+             MW 4:30-5:45 Additional 50 min TBA             

Selections from modern Hebrew literature, poetry and films with more emphasis on  

writing, grammar, and conversation.   

Prerequisite: Hebrew 121 or consent of instructor. 



ILVS 
Courses: 

ILVS 50/50R    Introduction to Film Studies  

ILVS 92-01/R         Post Colonial Cinemas 

ILVS 92-03    Warrior Nations: US-RUS 

ILVS 92-05   Introduction to Literary Studies 

ILVS 92-10   East-West Filmmakers (cancelled) (to be taught in fall 2010) 

ILVS 92-19         Arab & Western Travel Literature: A Cultural Encounter 

ILVS 192-09       The End of the World, Plan B 

ILVS 192-18        China and the West 

 

Special Courses: 

ILVS 194-01-194-08  Directed Studies  

ILVS 198-01   Senior Honorõs Thesis 

 

ILVS 50/50R 

Dnoudou, M.  H+ TR 1:30-2:45  

Introduction to fundamental methodologies for reading film. Overview of film studies with 

emphasis on film as a complex art form. Narrative as a formal system, film genres, style and its 

related techniques, critical approaches to film analysis, film history. Weekly screening of 

relevant films selected from both Hollywood and world cinemas. Cross-listed as DR 50-01. 

Film Screenings Sunday 6:00-9:00.  

 

ILVS 92-01/92-01R Post Colonial Cinemas 

Rastegar      M+ MW6:00-7:15 

This course offers an overview of the intersection between world cinema and the conditions 

of colonialism and postcoloniality. Beginning with readings and viewings on representations 

of the non-Western world in early cinema, the course will then move to examine the 

development of cinemas of resistance and in particular the articulation of Third Cinema in 

the context of the Cold War. The second half of the course will examine the emergence of 

postcolonial themes in cinema, examining the treatment of questions such as gender and 

identity, social subalterns, engaging with orientalism, diaspora identity and a range of other 

issues. Central to the course will be the question: what aesthetic innovations in cinema may 

be related to the engagement with postcolonial issues? 

The course will necessarily present a selective view of the range of postcolonial cinemas, with 

films chosen from European, African, Middle Eastern and South Asian cinemas, although 

a special focus will be given to Arab cinemas. Cross-Listed as ARB 92-03. 

Film Screening T 6:30-9:00.  



ILVS 92-03 Warrior Nations: US-RUS 

Carleton                          G+ MW 1:30-2:45 

Both the United States and Russia are heavily militarized societies, a condition reflected in 

and often legitimized by their respective popular cultures.  War is central to each nationõs 

identity and to the narratives that help shape it.  While American and Russian history are 

quite distinct, their militarism and corresponding military culture and traditions are deeply 

rooted (consciously acknowledged or not) in an internalized myth of exceptionalism.  Starting 

from a comparative analysis of this concept (with due acknowledgment of similarities and 

differences) we will conduct a comparative study of how key war narratives of Russian and 

American popular culture and history shape collective memory and impact national identity.  

Our focus will be thematic, not chronological, with the course structured around chapters.  

They include shared points of triumph (how WWII is memoralized in both) and catastrophic 

defeat, when the myth of exceptionalism is shattered (Vietnam, Afghanistan).  Others 

include imperialism, civil war, and, of course, the cold war. We will also study how post-1991 

changes impact the connection between exceptionalism and militarism regarding both the òwar 

on terroró and the renewed tension between the two in the dynamics of  competing 

hegemonies. Materials will include literature, film, popular history and some political tracts.  

Everything is in English; there are no prerequisites. Cross-Listed as RUS 92-01.  

 

ILVS 92-05  Introduction to Literary Studies 

Martin    I+  MW 3:00-4:15 

How do we interact with a text? How does a work of art work? How do my critical skills 

and my personal/cultural background affect my perception of the work of art? The 

course will provide a strong foundation for the study of literature by introducing 

fundamental concepts and methods that allow a personal and selfȤconscious 

engagement of literary works. No prerequisites.  

 

ILVS 92-10 East-West Filmmakers (cancelled) (to be taught in fall 2010)- Johnson 

 

ILVS 92-19        Arab & Western Travel Literature: A Cultural Encounter 

Alwan I+ MW 3:00-4:15 

The course is a survey of travel literature whether written by Arabs or by Westerners.  It will 

analyze how travel literature expresses inquisitiveness at the encounter of a different culture.  

It attempts to show how the traveler-writer endeavors to decipher this different culture in the 

light of his own experience and knowledge.  A comparison between Western and Arab travel 

literature will be made in order to perceive how Arabs and Westerners apprehend otherness.  

Issues such as tolerance/intolerance, transience/permanence, and universal/particular will 

be considered.  In English. Cross-Listed as ARB 92-02.  



ILVS 192-09      The End of the World, Plan B 

Inouye    L+  T4:30-5:45 

Weõre doomed.  Youõve heard the familiar storyline:  things get worse and worse, and finally 

we have a catastrophe: the End of the World.  If there is any good news here, itõs that peace 

follows the Apocalypse.  But this is a peace for only a few who can tolerate each other 

because they are basically alikeñthe wheat sifted out from the tares. 

 

Where does this dark story come from?  Incredibly, practically every major tradition tells a 

version of this destructive tale:  Buddhism, Islam, Christianity, Judaism, even Science.  We 

will trace the various origins of this Plan A, and consider their similar nature.  We will also go 

on to consider a possible alternative.  Although often misunderstood, there is a Plan B.  It 

allows us to avoid catastrophe.  It helps us get to peace for the many, not just for the few.  

But it requires a fundamental change in our understanding of one thing.   

The perfect capstone course for ILVS seniors and a few others (by permission of the 

instructor).  Eat pizza and think before you graduate.  Variable credit.  Once every two 

weeks.  Evenings. 

 

ILVS 192-18       China and the West 

Zhong    ARR  T 4:30-7:15 

Through film, fiction, TV shows, and scholarly writings, this seminar ventures into areas 

where cross-cultural understanding becomes more than just learning about an òotheró culture. 

We will examine how Chinese and Western cultures perceive and represent one another. We 

will explore the cultural, political, and historical reasons and implications involved. We will ask 

whether or not learning about an òotheró culture should also entail learning about oneõs own 

culture, and why. Prerequisite: junior standing and one course on China. In English. Cross-

Listed as CHNS 192-01 

 

Special Courses: 

ILVS 194-02 ð 08 Directed Study  ARR   Staff 

ILVS 198-01  Senior Honorõs Thesis  ARR   Inouye 

 

 

 

 

 



JAPANESE 
Language Courses: 

JPN 2A-D  Elementary Japanese 

JPN 4 A-B  Intermediate Japanese 

JPN 22-01/02 Reading and Conversation 

JPN 122  Advanced Japanese 

JPN 124  Advanced Readings in Japanese Culture 

 

Taught in English: 

JPN 61   Introduction to Japanese Culture 

JPN 115   Haruki Murakami  

JPN 192-01    Japanese Gothic (Seminar) 

 

Special Courses: 

JPN 94/194-01 Directed Study   ARR Inouye 

JPN 94/194-02 Directed Study   ARR Hirata 

JPN 94/194-03 Directed Study   ARR Kagawa 

JPN 94/194-04 Directed Study   ARR Koizumi 

JPN 94/194-05 Directed Study   ARR Morita 

JPN 199  Japanese Honors Thesis ARR Hirata 

JPN 2 Elementary Japanese 

Section A Morita E+EF        MW 10:30-11:45,  F 10:30-11:20 

Section B Erickson G+GF       MW 1:30-2:45  F 1:30-2:20 

Section C Erickson          I+IF              MW 3:00-4:15,  F  3:30-4:20 

Section D Morita            K+IF         MW  4:30ñ5:45, F   3:30-4:20                                                                                                                                                             

 Pronunciation, basic grammar and conversation. An introduction to modern written 

Japanese including hiragana and katakana syllabaries, and kanji. Prerequisite: Japanese 001 

or consent.  

JPN 4 Intermediate Japanese 

Section A Koizumi            F+FF           TR      12:00-1:15, F   12:00-12:50                                                                                                                                                             

Section B Koizumi  H+HF         TR   1:30-2:45,      F     2:30-3:20                                                                                                                                                            

Continuation of Elementary Japanese. Emphasis on grammar, reading, writing, and 

conversation. Prerequisite: Japanese 003 or consent.  



JPN 22 Reading and Conversation 

Section 01  Koizumi L+IF  TR      4:30-5:45,      F  3:30-4:20,                                                                                                                                                        

Section 02 Kagawa E+EF        MW    10:30-11:45, F  10:30-11:20                                                                                                                                                           

Continuation of Intermediate Japanese with more emphasis on reading, writing, and 

conversation. A considerable portion of the class will be conducted in Japanese. 

Prerequisite: Japanese 0021 or consent. 

JPN 122 Advanced Japanese  

Kagawa I+IF TR 3:00-4:15 F 3:30-4:20 

This course is designed for students who have had the equivalent of at least three years of 

Japanese language study. The primary aim of the course is to train students so that they can 

read and discuss contemporary authentic Japanese literary and non-literary materials. The 

course will be conducted mainly in Japanese. Prerequisite: JPN 121 or equivalent. 

 

JPN 124 Advanced Readings in Japanese Culture 

Morita  G+ MW 1:30-2:45  

For students with a good command of Japanese. Fiction, poetry, film, newspaper articles, 

and journalistic essays. Course work includes careful preparation of texts, intensive review of 

kanji, oral and written reports. Prerequiste:JPN 123 or equivalent. 

Taught in English:  

 

JPN 61 Introduction to Japanese Culture 

Inouye J+ TR 3:00-4:15 

Fundamental principles of Japanese thought and sensibility: animism and communion with 

nature and the dead, transience, the beauty of sorrow. China as a source of high culture. 

Focus on the Noh plays and their literary sources. Cross-cultural comparisons. No 

prerequisites.  

 

JPN 115 Haruki Murakami 

Hirata N+ TR 6:00-7:15 

In-depth study of one of the most important contemporary Japanese writers, Haruki 

Murakami. Readings: A Wild Sheep Chase, Hard-Boiled Wonderland and the End of the 
World, Norwegian Wood, The Wind-up Bird Chronicle, etc. Murakamiõs status as an 
international writer.  His relation to American Literature. No prerequisites. 

 

 

 

 



JPN 192 Seminar: Japanese Gothic  

Inouye 10+ M 6:00-9:00 

Japan is a land of many ghosts, gods, and monsters. But does it make sense to call their 

expression òsupernaturaló or ògothicó?  We will try to answer this question by paying 

attention to two aspects of fear--reverence and horror.  I will argue that imaginative nature of 

what we might call òJapanese Gothicó owes much to animistic sensibilities that dominated 

during the ancient period, survived the suppression of the modern era, and reappeared in 

reinvigorated fashion in the postmodern age.  

 

We will consider examples of Japanese gothic, beginning with the death of Lady Yugao in 

The Tale of Genji, and going on to the stories of Ueda Akinari, Izumi KyĞka, Edogawa 

Ranpo, and Haruki Murakami.  We will also consider the phenomenon of J horror films, the 

role of metamorphosis in Miyazaki Hayaoõs Ponyo, and the monster-rich manga of Mizuki 

Shigeru. Prerequiste: JPN 061, JPN113 or equivalent. 



JUDAIC STUDIES 
General Courses:   

JS 65  Introduction to Yiddish Culture 

JS 78  Jewish Women 

JS 91-01  Ladino Language & Culture 

JS 126  Roots Jewish Imagination  

JS 142  Jewish Exp on Film 

JS 192-04  Music and Prayer in Jewish Tradition 

JS 162                          Philip Roth and Company 

 

Special courses: 

JS 94/194 Directed Study/Advanced Directed Study 

JS 99 Internship 

JS 199 Senior Honors Thesis 

 

General courses 

JS 65 Introduction Yiddish Culture 

Gittleman H+ TR 1:30-2:45 

An examination of the rise and fall of secular Yiddish literature, its biblical and linguistic 

origins,  and its relationship to the Abrahamic religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam; the 

transition of the Yiddish tradition to America; the American immigrant experience.  Readings 

include Sholom Aleichem, Peretz, I.B. Singer, Malamud, Roth, and others. In English. 

Cross-listed as REL 65. 

 

JS 78 Jewish Women 

Ascher  J+ TR 3:00-4:15 

Images, experiences, and accomplishments of Jewish women in life, literature, and tradition 

from Biblical times to the present. Focus on individual women from various times and cultures; 

Discussion of basic issues, present conditions, and prospects. Cross-listed as REL 78. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JS 91-01 Ladino Language & Culture  

 Ascher  F+  TR      12:00-1:15                                                                                                                                                                                    

Introduction to the language known as Ladino and the culture of the Sephardic Jews who 

have spoken it for over 500 years. When they were expelled from Spain in 1492, Jews took 

this language with them, and it has been enriched through contact with languages 

encountered in their various lands of resettlement. Emphasis on the living language: 

understanding, speaking, and writing (including creatively). Texts will include proverbs, 

stories, and songs from the folk tradition as well as contemporary poems and songs, and basic 

language materials: grammar text and verb tables.  Some background in Spanish (or Ladino!) 

is helpful, but not essential. Cross-listed as SPN 91 
 

JS 126  Roots  of theJewish Imagination   
Rosenberg   ARR W 4:30-7:15 

An introduction to Jewish myths, legends, mystical doctrines, and other subjects influential in 

the formation of Jewish imaginative literature. Topics include: the journey of the soul; the 

righteous sufferer; Jewish heresy; the Messiah and the end of days; legends of the Golem; 

the dybbuk and exorcism; metamorphosis; hunger, food, fasting, and eating; the comic book 

and graphic novel; modern trauma and Jewish experience; Kabbalah, mysticism, and religious 

search; Ju-Bus (Jewish Buddhists); modern Israel and her neighbors. All texts read in 

English. Cross-listed as REL 126. 

 

JS 142  Jewish Experience on Film  

Rosenberg ARR T4:30-7:30   R 4:30-5:45 

Selected classic and contemporary films dealing with aspects of Jewish experience in 

America, Europe, and Israel, combined with reading on the cultural and philosophical 

problems illuminated by each film. One weekly session will be devoted to screenings, the 

other to discussion of the films and readings. In English. Cross-listed as REL 142.  

 

JS 192-04  Music and Prayer in Jewish Tradition 

Summit H+ TR 1:30-2:45 

This course will examine the role and function of music in Jewish worship. We will consider 

the ways that music is used strategically by men and women as they define, present and 

maintain their religious and cultural identity. The course will focus on the Kabbalat Shabbat 

(Friday evening) service and consider such topics as participation vs. performance in worship, 

music and historical authenticity in prayer, music and religious experience, the invention and 

preservation of tradition and how liturgical music is used to negotiate issues of dual 

culturalism in the American Jewish community.  Cross-listed as REL98 and as MUS 54.   

 



JS 162  Philip Roth and Company 

Freedman-Bellow              F+  TR      12:00-01:15 

A tour through Philip Rothõs fiction, reading his work alongside that of a number of writers 

whom he has either influenced, parodied, refracted, obsessed about, or appropriated.  Texts 

may include Portnoyõs Complaint, The Ghost Writer, American Pastoral, The Human 
Stain, Indignation (all by Roth), Gogolõs òThe Nose,ó Kafkaõs òMetamorphosis,ó Henry 

Jamesõs òThe Lesson of the Master,ó and Saul Bellowõs Henderson the Rain King.  

Cross-listed as ENG 162. 

 

Special Courses 

JS 94-01  Directed Study    ARR  Ascher 

JS 94-02  Directed Study    ARR  Gittleman 

JS 94-03  Directed Study    ARR  Rosenberg 

JS 94-04  Directed Study    ARR  Summit 

JS 194-01 Advanced Directed Study  ARR  Ascher 

JS 194-02 Advanced Directed Study  ARR  Gittleman 

JS 194-03 Advanced Directed Study  ARR  Rosenberg 

JS 194-04  Advanced Directed Study  ARR  Summit 

JS 199-01 Senior Honors Thesis  ARR  Rosenberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RUSSIAN 

 

Language Courses: 

RUS 2 A-B  Elementary Russian 

RUS 4 A-B Intermediate Russian 

RUS 22   Composition and Conversation  

RUS 192-02 Men & Women in Todayõs Russia: The New òPepsió Generation 

 

Taught in English: 

RUS 60  Classics of 19th Century Russian Literature 

RUS 72  Contemporary Russian Culture 

RUS 80  Russian Film 

RUS 92-01  Warrior Nations: US-RUS 

RUS 92-02  East-West Filmmakers (cancelledñto be taught in fall 2010) 

 

Special Courses: 

RUS 94-01-94-05 Directed Study: Lang/Lit  ARR Staff 

RUS 194  Adv. Directed Study  ARR Staff 

RUS 198   Senior Honors Thesis  ARR Staff 

 

RUS 2 Elementary Russian 

Section A  Gassel  F TRF 12:00-12:50 

Section B Petrov  C   TWF 9:30-10:20 

Introduction to basic communication skills and the grammar system of Russian, with an 

emphasis on speaking and listening skills.  Students learn to talk about friends, family, 

studies, and daily schedules.  The main parts of speech, verb conjugation patterns, and basic 

sentence structures are introduced.  On-line audio and video materials. Additional 

conversation section to be arranged for Monday. Prerequisite: Russian 1 or placement.  

 

RUS 4 Intermediate Russian 

Section A Petrov  F+FF  TR 12:00-1:15, F 12:00-12:50 

Section B Gassel H+HF TR 1:30-2:45, F 2:30-3:20 

Conversation, reading and writing skills are practiced with the goal of developing a feeling for 

the expressive qualities of Russian. The interplay of sentence structure, case, prepositions, 

and verb aspect are examined.  Increasing attention is paid to cultural topics. Progress is 

evaluated on the basis of short compositions, oral presentations, and tests.  On-line audio 

and video materials. Prerequisite: Russian 3 or placement exam and permission of instructor. 

 



 

RUS 22-01 Composition and Conversation  

Johnson  D+  TR 10:30-11:45 

Going beyond the basics to achieve a sophisticated competence in Russian. Readings of 

unsimplified texts, fiction (classics and/or contemporary literature) and/or non-fiction 

(newspapers and magazines), and films. Expanding stylistic ability through composition and  

discussion.  Grammar review and some advanced grammar concepts.  Additional conversation 

hour on Monday. Prerequisite: Russian 21 or placement exam and permission of instructor. 

 

RUS 192-02 Men & Women in Todayõs Russia:  The New òPepsió Generation 

Gassel    D+  TR 10:30-11:45 

Language course for advanced students of Russian (including  native/near-native speakers) 

which will focus on men's and women's changing roles in post-Soviet society.  Course 

materials include literature, film, music, TV, pop culture and pulp fiction, as well as the 

internet. Work includes reading, writing essays, oral reports, and an independent research 

project. All readings and discussions are in Russian. Prerequisite: Russian 121, or 123 or 

125, or consent (combined 4th and 5th year course) 

 

Taught in English: 

 

RUS 60 Classics of 19th Century Russian Literature 

Marquette  J+  TR 3:00-4:15 

Major Russian writers and literary currents (sentimentalism, romanticism, the Golden Age of 

realism) and their relation to social, political, and cultural developments.  The evolution of 

Russian prose fiction with attention to important poetic works.  Readings include Puskin, 

Gogol, Turgenev, Tolstoy, and Dostoevsky. In English. No prerequisites. 

 

RUS 72 Contemporary Russian Culture 

Carleton I+ MW 3:00-4:15     

Exploration of Russian culture through literature, film, the media, and the arts from the era of 

"stagnation" to glasnost, perestroika, and the post-Soviet period. The destruction and 

reconstruction of cultural and political canons and myths: the Stalinist legacy and 

reevaluation of Soviet history; the revival of religion and nationalism; social dislocation: the 

problems of youth, the generation gap, and women's issues; the breaking of taboos and the 

dark side of freedom--violence, crime, pornography, and neofascism; the liberalization and 

commercialization of art. All readings and films are in English. 

 

 



RUS 80 Russian Film: Art, Politics and Society  

Johnson L+N(+) TR 4:30-7:00 

Survey of film classics by Eisenstein, Pudovkin, Vertov, Tarkovsky, and others, tracing the 

parallels between the history of film and the history of the new Soviet state and society. 

Lenin and film as propaganda; the experimental twenties; cinema verité (kinopravda); 

Socialist Realism; the Great Patriotic War; the "thaw"; 1960s to present: conservatives vs. 

liberals; unbanned films, and the new cinema of glasnost, perestroika, and post-Soviet 

Russia. Fulfills the arts distribution requirements.  Films with English subtitles. 

 

RUS 92-01 Warrior Nations: US-RUS 

Carleton    G+  MW1:30-2:45 

Both the United States and Russia are heavily militarized societies, a condition reflected in 

and often legitimized by their respective popular cultures.  War is central to each nationõs 

identity and to the narratives that help shape it.  While American and Russian history are 

quite distinct, their militarism and corresponding military culture and traditions are deeply 

rooted (consciously acknowledged or not) in an internalized myth of exceptionalism.  Starting 

from a comparative analysis of this concept (with due acknowledgment of similarities and 

differences) we will conduct a comparative study of how key war narratives of Russian and 

American popular culture and history shape collective memory and impact national identity.  

Our focus will be thematic, not chronological, with the course structured around chapters.  

They include shared points of triumph (how WWII is memorialized in both) and catastrophic 

defeat, when the myth of exceptionalism is shattered (Vietnam, Afghanistan).  Others 

include imperialism, civil war, and, of course, the cold war. We will also study how post-1991 

changes impact the connection between exceptionalism and militarism regarding both the òwar 

on terroró and the renewed tension between the two in the dynamics of  competing 

hegemonies. Materials will include literature, film, popular history and some political tracts.  

Everything is in English; there are no prerequisites. Cross-Listed as ILVS92-03. 

 

RUS 92-02 East-West Filmmakers (cancelled) (to be taught in fall 2010) 

Johnson  

 



SWAHILI 
 

SWA 2 Elementary Swahili II 

Brown F+            TR 12:00-1:15 

Essentials of Swahili grammar, vocabulary, syntax, and usage. Emphasis on active command 

of basic spoken and written Swahili. One additional weekly practice session in small groups 

with a T.A. to improve speaking and listening and expand class material. Prerequisites: 

Swahili 1 or equivalent.        

 

SWA 4 Intermediate Swahili II 

Brown                              D+             TR 10:30 - 11:45 

The continuation of the intermediate course with discussion of literary texts and news 

articles. Review of more complex aspects of intermediate grammar. Written compositions, 

videos and internet assignments. Prerequisites: Swahili 3 or permission of instructor. 

 

SWA 9401 Independent Study: Swahili   ARR   BROWN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORLD LITERATURE 
 

WL 71 Scandinavian Literature  

Ascher  L+      TR 4:30-5:45   

 Introduction to selected works of Old Norse, Norwegian, Danish, Swedish and Finnish 

literature, with discussion of their cultural background, from the Snorra Edda and Old 

Icelandic heroic lays and sagas to works by Andersen, Hamsun, Lagerkvist, Dinesen and 

Jansson.  

 

 
 


