World Future Energy Summit 

January, 2008 - Abu Dhabi 

Energy Security Initiative 

“This event will stage a global summit of leadership coming together to discuss key issues around sustainable and alternative energy solutions and technologies. An international exhibition will showcase the latest developments in future energy solutions with a number of educational and inspiration features.” 

-World Future Energy Summit

The World Future Energy Summit (WFES), to be held in Abu Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates in January 2008, is the largest conference of its kind. With $100 per barrel oil prices looming on the horizon, political and industry leaders from around the world will meet to discuss mankind’s energy future. Attendees include the Ministers of Energy of the UK, US, Kuwait, UAE, Morocco, and Algeria, as well as the President of Iceland, a country which obtains 99.9% of its electricity from renewable sources. 

WFES promises to be an incredible opportunity for the Tufts community. Its director has offered eight Tufts students, as representatives of a prestigious American university, free admission to the usually $1,795 per person Summit. He has also asked us to present something during the course of the Summit. While we are still in discussions with the director as to exactly what we will be presenting, we intend to share something related to the role of grassroots organizations in making renewable energy a reality throughout the United States.

While we are in Abu Dhabi, we plan on not only attending the conference, but taking the opportunity to meet with government ministers and industry leaders in the energy sector. The conference organizers have agreed to put us in touch with some of these experts. In addition to the interviews and conference, we plan on creating a long-term relationship with MASDAR, the Abu Dhabi Future Energy Company, and their education program, the Masdar Institute for Science and Technology (MIST). By creating this foothold in the Middle East, we will be opening the door to future programs for Tufts students to interact with the intellectual community of the UAE. 

The eight members of the Tufts delegation have divided into smaller groups which will each focus on a more specific piece of research while in the United Arab Emirates. These are briefly described below. As a group we plan on coalescing our research into a broad look at the current state of renewable energy and the UAE’s role in the paradigm shift we are seeing in the energy sector. Along with a final, cohesive compilation of research, we plan on keeping a live blog while in the UAE and also presenting a short video documentary to the Tufts community upon our return. 


One of these research topics is a comparison of the models for energy development in the United States and the UAE.  This will contrast the actions, or lack thereof, taken by these two governments and their peoples.  We will discuss where their models may lead in the foreseeable future and feasibility of integrating either one with the other.

The other topics of research focus on the interface between fossil fuels and renewable energy. How do the two affect each other, and what role would the world-wide transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy mean for the UAE?

  

We believe that this opportunity perfectly embodies the Tufts motto of Global Active Citizenship. Not only will we be raising the profile of Tufts University internationally, but we will also return with valuable insights to share with the Tufts community.

Thank you for your time and consideration! 

Sincerely, 

Alex Wright, 

David Mou, 

Daniel Enking,

Jesse Gossett, 

Jared Rodriguez, 

Jayson Uppal, 

Renee Birenbaum, and

Jacob Mandel

Research Topics: 


Comparing the MASDAR approach to attaining zero footprint to the US grassroots approach - Jared Rodriguez, Jayson Uppal, Jacob Mandel, Jesse Gossett. This group will study the current and expected success of the UAE's government-backed approach to incorporating renewables in its energy mix, and compare it to the very different market-based and grassroots approach of the US in creating a renewable energy sector. Which is most likely to lead to higher levels of renewable energy in the long-term? Which will attain these levels more quickly? What are the benefits and drawbacks of each approach?

The Resource Curse: The affects of oil and renewable energy on the development of the UAE - Daniel Enking, Renee Birenbaum. This group will focus on the role that oil wealth has played in the development of the UAE economy. How has it contributed to creating the chasm of wealth inequality that exists in the UAE, especially with regard to migrant workers? At the same time, the UAE is one of the more economically and technologically advanced countries in the Middle East. How has oil wealth affected this positive development? Additionally, the group will look at the potential impacts of a world transition from a petroleum-based economy to one based on renewable energy, and how this phenomenon could change the dynamics of oil wealth in the UAE.

The UAE's interface between oil and renewable energy: Motivations for a paradigm shift - Alex Wright, David Mou. This group will question why the UAE is investing heavily in renewable energy technologies, especially as it is one of the most energy-rich countries per capita in the world. What are the government's motivations? How are these different from the motivations of governments in other oil-rich countries, and why? 

