Tufts University, Boston Massachusetts


Syllabus

CH 188: Global Health Seminar: The State of Health in Developing Countries

The focus of this seminar will be on how selected developing countries, despite their resource limitations, are improving the health of their populations through the provision of both primary and public healthcare programs.  The class discussions will be centered on how nations have tackled major human illnesses in the 20th century, exploring what worked and why it worked. This will be contrasted with why it is taking some developing countries longer to eradicate these illnesses, thus negatively impacting on the health of their populations. 
Discussions will underscore the North/South gap, examples of lessons learnt and best practices, as well as variables among nations and disparities within nations
. We will compare health indicators, demographic trends as well as other significant factors including healthcare resource allocation in order to assess how these countries are reaching their goals.  How, as well as where people live, impacts on their health.  Therefore, microhabitat issues will be explored.

The required readings, class discussions, research and the successful completion of the assignment will provide seminar participants the additional knowledge and skills they will need for a career in international health. Those pursuing careers in international development and international relations will also benefit from attending this course. 
Students are expected and encouraged to actively and critically participate in the class discussions.  The final grade will be based on cumulative work completed incorporating the weekly readings, discussions and completion of a final publishable report.  While there is no single textbook for this course, an extensive list of reading materials and raw data specially prepared for this course will be distributed.  
Grades will be distributed as follows: 

	Requirements
	Percent
	Due Date

	Weekly readings and class participation
	30
	Throughout

	Assignment I
	10
	2/11/08

	Assignment II
	10
	2/25/08

	Assignment III
	20
	3/31/08

	Assignment IV
	30
	5/4/2008


Classes are held at 112 Packard Avenue, conference room, Mondays from 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. except:

· on Wednesday, 1/23/08 in lieu of Monday 1/21/08, Martin Luther King Birth Day

· on Thursday, 2/21/08 in lieu of Monday, 2/18/08, President’s Day

	Date
	Lectures
	Topic
	Reading
	Assignments Due

	1/23/08
	1
	Overview, introduction course theme (habitat)
	
	

	1/28/08
	2
	Historical perspectives and milestones in primary and public healthcare systems
	1. Bayer and Oppenheimer, 2000, Aids Doctors: 2000, pp 265 – 274

2. Dugger, Ending Famine, Simply by Ignoring the Experts, NY Times 12/2/207

3. Harman, Star Power Brings Attention: Christian Science Monitor, 8/22/07

4. Kidder, 2004, Mountains Beyond Mountains

5. Rosenberg, 1987, The Care of Strangers, pp 337 - 352

6. The New World of Global Health, Science 13 January 2006, Vol. 311
7. Woods, Social History of Medicine, Oxford University, 20/3/483, pp 1-16
	

	2/04/08
	3
	Demographic trends and health indicators

Introducing Five-world 
	1. Berkman and Kwachhi, 2000, Social Epidemiology, Ch. 1 

2. Berkman and Kwachhi, 2000, Social Epidemiology, Ch. 2

3. Miller, 1997, Living in the Environment, Ch. 12 

4. Universal Declaration of Human Rights
5. World Development Indicators, The World Bank, 2005
6. Five-world, Global Stratification (Kebede-Francis, CH-188), 2007
	

	2/11/08
	4
	Urban and rural healthcare systems 
	Miller, 1997, Living in the Environment, Ch.11 
	

	2/21/08
	5
	The North/South gap and disparities among communities
	1. Cockerham, 2007, The Power of Class, Ch. 4 

2. Cockerham, 2007, Class & Health: Explaining the Relationship, Ch. 5

3. Cockerham, 2007, Health and Social Capital, Ch. 8 

4. Eight Americas: Murray et PLOS Medicine, 9/2006, vol. 3, issue 9
5. Marmot, The Lancet, Health in an Unequal World, 12/9/06, vol.36B
6. The North-South Gap: Goldstein and Pevehouse, Ch. 12 
	


	2/25/08
	6
	The role of 

International organizations
	A Day at the UN: 

1. Formal Tour of the UN 

2. Presentation by Deputy Directors of WHO and UN-Habitat

3. Visits of assigned countries’ Missions to the UN
	

	3/03/08
	7
	Mid-term presentations
	Oral presentation of the assigned reading list

(See details)
	1st annotated bibliography 

	3/10/08
	8
	The impact of nutrition, tobacco and medicine on global health in the 20th century
	Guest Speaker:  Professor Edith Balbach on Tobacco

1. Bowler and Morus 2005, Science and Medicine, Chapter 19

2. Brandt, 2007, The Cigarette Century, pp 153-175, pp 449-490

3. Lewonthin, and Levins, 2007, How Cuba Is Going Ecological, Ch. 30

4. The Shape of Things to Come, The Economist 12/13/03, pp 3- 16
	Mid-term assignment 

(See details)

Due 3/14/08

	Spring Break

	3/24/08
	9
	Disease burden and disease specific outcomes: cholera, tuberculosis, malaria and HIV/AIDS
	1. Cockerham, Social Causes of Health and Disease, Ch. 1

2. Lewonthin & Levins, 2007, The Return of Old Diseases and the Appearance of New Ones, Ch. 2 

3. Malaria – Time to Act, White, 2006, pp. 1-3 

4. Nesse, and Williams, 1994, Signs and Symptoms of Infectious Disease, Ch. 3

5. Nesse, and Williams, 1994, An Arms of Race Without End, Ch. 4 

6. Nesse, and Williams, 1994, The Evolution of Medicine, Ch. 15

7. Rosenberg 1987, The Cholera Years

8. The Syphilis Epidemic and Its Relation to AIDS, Brandt, Science 1/22/88, pp. 375 - 377

9. Tuberculosis and HIV in India, Steinbrook, 2007, pp. 1-3 
10. Tyler, 1920, Cholera, pp 115-118, 
11. Tyler, 1920, Some Cholera Remedies, pp. 85-86
	


	3/31/08
	10
	Current and emerging global primary and public healthcare issues
	1. Introducing HPV Vaccine in Developing Countries – Key Challenges and Issue, Agosti, Jan M., New England Journal of Medicine, 356/19/1908 pp 1-3

2. Balbach Tufts publication 2/27/06

3. Gross, AIDS Patients Face Downside of Living Longer, NY Times, 1/6/08

4. Marglin, 2008, From Imperialism to Globalization, by way of Development, Chapters 13
5. Marglin, 2008, The Economy of Tragic Choices, Ch.12 

6. Interventions Implemented by US Cities During the 1918 – 1919, Influenza Pandemic, Markel et al, Nonpharmaceutical JAMA, 8/9/07, pp 644-654

7. The Treatment of Multidrug-Resistant Tuberculosis in Turkey, Tahaoglu, et al, New England Journal of Medicine, 345/3/170, pp. 1-7
8. National Strategy for Pandemic Influenza, US Government 5/2006 
	

	4/07/08
	11
	Time lag in healthcare practices
	1. Taylor, 1872, Hygiene of Pregnancy, pp. 159-198 

2. Taylor, 1872, Poverty of the Blood, pp. 340-351
	

	4/14/08
	12
	
	Oral presentation of the assigned reading list

(See details)
	2nd annotated bibliography

	4/21/08
	13
	
	Final Presentation 
	Final Paper

(See details)

	4/28/08
	
	
	Rewrites Due
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