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THE COURSE:  The good news: Americans are living longer, thanks in no small part to pharmacological and medical advances.  The bad news: an aging population poses enormous challenges to our varied mechanisms for financing and delivering healthcare to the elderly.  In this seminar, we will explore these challenges and their implications for the well-being of senior citizens.  From questions about sharing the burdens of healthcare across generations to controversies about market-based “competitive” solutions to the problems of care for the elderly, to the many-faceted challenges of caring for seniors who no longer can do everything for themselves, we will cut a wide path through the complexities of healthcare for the aged and the uniquely American approach(es) to providing senior citizens access to medical care.  

Our focus will be at the intersection of politics and policy, where normative questions about the provision of health care confront the realities of competing demands for and conflicting claims on public resources.  Few policy areas are better suited to exploring this intersection. The programs we will examine in this course expose the uneasy balances struck within a democratic society aspiring to compassionate and equitable arrangements while dominated by a faith in free markets and individualism.  They raise fundamental questions about the role of government, the responsibilities we have toward our fellow citizens, young and old, and the private and public values that we choose to nurture or ignore.  These can be unsettling questions, and answers to them elusive.  

Our goals in this class will be to wrestle with such questions, to understand the role of public policies in addressing (and, in some cases, creating) the problems seniors face, and to appreciate more fully the challenges we as a society face in meeting the varied demands of an aging – and increasingly diverse – population.  

We also will be keeping questions of community, broadly conceived, close at hand.  In what ways does it make sense to talk of the elderly as a community?  What differences across class, sex, or race and ethnicity lines might there be, and how do these affect our understanding of the policy problems (and solutions) in front of us?  What is life like for the elderly in the communities in which they live?  What resources have we harnessed, and what more can we do, to improve their well-being at the community level?

THE WORK:  The work for this class is simple.  Do the weekly readings and think critically about them before the relevant seminar meeting.  Come to class prepared to discuss what you’ve read.  Engage in the material.  Share your ideas.  Learn from each other.  Think, ask questions, connect the pieces.  Grab hold of the issues at the center of this course and don’t keep them confined to the walls of our seminar. Talk about them with your friends, your family, with me outside of class.  Remember this seminar after you leave it.  

THE READINGS:  The reading load for this course should keep you busy, especially so in some weeks, so please make sure to allow yourself enough time to do and think about the readings each week.  To be sure, the readings will give us plenty to talk about.  But, if it seems like we’ve got too much to talk about each week, we’ll make adjustments.  Like, extra class meetings! (OK, I’m kidding about extra classes…but only a little.) 

We will be using two texts, neither of which you will find in the bookstore.  Online options for purchasing are better, and you have time to get these books before we will be using them.  The texts, both of which are available in paperback, are:

Christine K. Cassel. 2005. Medicare Matters. University of California Press. [Note: the paperback version might have a copyright of 2007.]

Marilyn Moon. 2006. Medicare: A Policy Primer. Urban Institute Press.

In addition, we have several other readings. Some of these I will distribute in class and are identified by the “Class handout” tag on the reading list that follows. Others you will need to retrieve off of our course Blackboard site; the parenthetical “Blackboard articles” on the reading list identify these readings. 

THE GRADING:  Your final grade will be based on several factors, weighted as follows:


Assignment










Due

Weight

Seminar participation: 






N/A


25%



Short paper #1









09/18


10%



Short paper #2






:


10/16
 
  
15%


Final paper overview







11/06


10%


Final paper






: 



11/20


30%


Oral presentation:







11/27 or 12/4
10%

I will have more to say about these various assignments in class.  At the risk of sounding inflexible, let me just make one thing clear from the start: I do not accept late papers unless there are truly exceptional circumstances.  And in all cases, I reserve the right to determine what counts as “exceptional circumstances” and to establish the ground rules for alternate arrangements (including any grade deductions for missed deadlines).  I also expect to be notified about any potential problems as promptly as possible – that is, before deadlines come and go, whenever feasible.  

PART I:  HEALTH POLICY AND THE AGING OF AMERICA

Sept. 4

Introduction: Why Should We Care About Health Policy for the Elderly?

· Harry R. Murray and Arthur Caplan. 2004. “Is Aging a Disease?” Debate transcript, SAGE Crossroads Webcast. (Class handout)

Sept. 11

Being Elderly in the American Health Care System

· Robert B. Hudson. 2005. “Contemporary Challenges to Age-Based Public Policy”. In The New Politics of Old Age Policies (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press), pp. 1-19. (Class handout)

· Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and Merck Company Foundation. 2007. The State of Aging and Health in America (Whitehouse Station, NJ: The Merck Company Foundation). (Blackboard articles)

· Marilyn Moon. 2003. A Place at the Table (New York: The Century Foundation Press), Ch. 3. (Blackboard articles)

· Victor R. Fuchs. 2003. “Floridian Exceptionalism.” Health Affairs, Web Exclusive, pp. W3-357-62. (Blackboard articles)

· Jill Quadagno. 2003. “Why Are Older Floridians Exceptional?” Health Affairs, Web Exclusive, pp. W3-369-71. (Blackboard articles)

· Jonathan Skinner and John E. Wennberg. 2003. “Exceptionalism Or Extravagance? What's Different About Health Care In South Florida?” Health Affairs Web Exclusive,  pp. W3-372-75. (Blackboard articles)

· Marian E. Gornick. 2003. “A Decade of Research on Disparities in Medicare Utilization: Lessons for the Health and Health Care of Vulnerable Men.” American Journal of Public Health 93(5):753-9. (Class handout)

· Jerald Winakur. 2005. “What Are We Going To Do With Dad?” Health Affairs 25(4):1064-72. (Blackboard articles)

· Emily K. Abel and Margaret K. Nelson, “Intimate Care For Hire, The American Prospect, May 21, 2001, pp. 26-29. (Class handout) 

Sept. 18
Generational  (In?)justice: Are the Elderly “Greedy Geezers?” Should Health Care be Rationed by Age?

· Cassel, Ch. 12

· Norman Daniels. 1988. Am I My Parents’ Keeper? (New York: Oxford University Press), Ch. 1, 3-4. (Class handout)

· Richard D. Lamm. 2002. “The Moral Imperative of Limiting Elderly Health Entitlements.” In Policies for and Aging Society, Stuart H. Altman and David I. Schactman, Eds. (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press), pp. 199-216. (Class handout)

· Henry Fairlie. 1988. “Talkin’ ‘Bout My Generation.” The New Republic, pp. 19-22. (Class handout)

· Paul S. Hewitt and Jill Quadagno. 1997. “Are the Elderly Benefiting at the Expense of Younger Americans?” In Controversial Issues in Aging, Andrew E. Scharlach and Lenard W. Kaye, Eds. (Boston: Allyn and Bacon), pp. 69-80. (Class handout)

· DUE: Short paper #1

Sept. 25

Thinking about Healthcare Needs and How to Meet Them

· Cassel, Ch. 1-4

· Study Panel on Medicare’s Larger Social Role, National Academy of Social Insurance, Medicare and the American Social Contract, Ch. 2 (Blackboard article)
· Joseph White. 2004. “(How) is Aging a Health Policy Problem?” Yale Journal of Health Policy, Law and Ethics 4(1):47-71. (Blackboard articles)

PART II:  MEDICARE POLICY AND POLITICS

Oct. 2

Medicare’s Policy Rationale and Political Roots

· Moon, Ch. 1-4

· Cassel, Ch. 6-8

· Study Panel on Medicare’s Larger Social Role, National Academy of Social Insurance, Medicare and the American Social Contract, Ch. 1 (Blackboard article)

Oct. 9

No class (Tufts Monday)

Oct. 16
  Unpacking Medicare’s Politics: The Stakes, Stakeholders, and Public Opinion

· Study Panel on Medicare’s Larger Social Role, National Academy of Social Insurance, Medicare and the American Social Contract, Ch. 3. (Blackboard articles)

· Andrea Louise Campbell. 2003. How Policies Make Citizens (Princeton: Princeton University Press), Ch. 5-6. (Class handout)

· Robert H. Binstock. 2005. “The Contemporary Politics of Old-Age Policies.” In The New Politics of Old Age Policies (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press), pp. 265-93. (Class handout)

· Nicholas Confessore. 2002. "Swinging Seniors." The American Prospect 13(11), June 17, 2002. (Class handout)

· DUE: Short paper #2

Oct. 23

Catastrophic Politics

· David King and Esther Scott. 1995. “Catastrophic Health Insurance for the Elderly.” Case Studies in Public Policy and Management, The John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University. (Class handout)

· David King and Esther Scott. 1995. “Catastrophic Health Insurance for the Elderly: Appendix: CCA Act.” Case Studies in Public Policy and Management, The John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University. (Class handout)

Oct.  30

Medicare’s New Prescription Drug Benefit

· Thomas R. Oliver, Philip R. Lee, and Helene L. Lipton. 2004. “A Political History of Medicare and Prescription Drug Coverage.” Milbank Quarterly 82(2):283-354. (Class handout)

· Patricia Neuman, et al. 2007. “Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Progress Report: Findings From A 2006 National Survey of Seniors.” Health Affairs, Web Exclusive, p. w630-43. (Blackboard articles)

Nov. 6

Chronic Condition: The Challenge of Long-Term Care

· Robert L. Kane and Rosalie A. Kane. 2001. “What Older People Want From Long-Term Care and How They can Get It.” Health Affairs 20(6):114-27.  (Blackboard articles)

· Bruce C. Vladeck. 2002. “Round Pegs and Square Holes: Medicare and Chronic Care.” Paper prepared of the Study Panel on Medicare and Chronic Care in the 21st Century, National Academy of Social Insurance, April 2002. (Blackboard articles)

· Bruce C. Vladeck. 2001. “You Can’t Get There From Here: Obstacles to Improving Care of the Chronically Ill.”  Health Affairs 20(6): 146-55. (Blackboard articles)

· Joan Fitzgerald. 2001. “Better-Paid Caregivers, Better Care.”  The American Prospect 12(9): 30-2. (Class handout)

· Susan Reinhard and Robyn Stone. 2001. Promoting Quality in Nursing Homes: The Wellspring Model. The Commonwealth Fund, January 2001. (Blackboard articles)

· U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration on Aging. 2001. Older Adults and Mental Health: Issues and Opportunities. 2-6. (Blackboard articles)

· DUE: Final paper overview

PART III:  LOOKING FORWARD

Nov. 13

Options for Reform 

· Moon, Ch. 5-6

· Cassel, Ch. 10-11

· Karen Davis, Marilyn Moon, Barbara Cooper, and Cathy Schoen. 2005. “Medicare Extra: A Comprehensive Benefit Option For Medicare Beneficiaries.” Health Affairs Web Exclusive, pp. w5-442-w5-454.

Nov. 20

Options for Reform (con’t)

· Readings TBA

· DUE: Final paper

Nov. 27

Paper presentations

Dec. 4


Paper presentations
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5

