Community Health 099 – Issues in Global Health
Spring 2012
Syllabus

Instructor:
Karen C. Kosinski, MSPH, PhD
Office:

112 Packard Avenue, 3rd floor
Office Hours:
Wednesdays, 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 pm and by appointment
Phone:

(617) 627-4812 
Email: 

karen.kosinski@tufts.edu
Teaching Assistant: 
Laura McNulty, Executive Director of Health Horizons International (HHI)
Office:

112 Packard Avenue, 2nd Floor


Office hours:
Thursdays, 2:00 – 4:00pm and by appointment
Email: 

lmcnulty@hhidr.org 
Lectures: 

Mondays and Wednesdays: 1:30 – 2:45pm, Anderson 211
Course Description
This is an introductory course in global health. Focus is on health in low- and middle-income countries. The course covers the main principles of global health along with additional topics such as health determinants and disparities, socioeconomic status and health, human rights, culture and health, maternal and child health, water and sanitation, parasitic diseases and the Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs).

Readings

The required text for this course is the following:
Skolnik, R. (2012). Global Health 101 (2nd ed.). Burlington, MA: Jones & Bartlett Learning.

If you choose to buy the 1st edition of the required textbook, please be aware that there may be differences between the two editions; you are responsible for material in the second edition. Additional required readings will be posted on the course website (Trunk). You should complete readings prior to attending the corresponding lecture.
Grading
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10%
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15%
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15%

Final Exam (Cumulative)



25%
Article Summaries
You will be given an article from the peer-reviewed literature and asked to summarize it in 150 words or less. You will be graded on how well you articulate the main point(s) of the article as stated by the author and by how clearly you communicate. This assignment has three objectives: (1) to allow you to practice reading the peer-reviewed literature; (2) to allow you to practice academic writing for the health sciences; and (3) to offer you the opportunity to learn about a particular global health topic in more detail than is covered in your textbook. After you receive your grade for the first article summary, you may choose to keep that same grade for all three of your summaries without actually writing the second or third summaries. Alternatively, you may choose to do the second summary. If you choose to do the second summary, your two scores will be averaged. If you choose to do the third summary in addition to the first and second summaries, the three scores will be averaged.
Poster

You will create an electronic poster that will present information about a single topic in the area of global health. The use of Microsoft Publisher or PowerPoint, or comparable software, is required. Posters will not be printed or created in hard copy. Creation of visual materials that present substantive information, and the ability to discuss the visual materials, is an acquired skill that is now essential in many career fields. In this course, there will be help sessions both during and outside of class to help you become comfortable with poster preparation. A substantial amount of time should be spent on this assignment.
Quizzes

Reading assignments are an important part of this course. Quizzes on assigned readings will be closed book, closed notes. They will typically be in the multiple choice format. Students who arrive late to class or miss class and thus miss a quiz will earn a 0 for the missed quiz. When possible, please email me before class if you have a medical excuse for missing class and are concerned about missing a quiz.
Mini Literature Review
You will write a brief literature review (1,000 words maximum) on a topic of your choice that is relevant to global health. The topic must be approved by me prior to submission of the paper. If you wish, you may choose the same topic that you have chosen for the poster assignment. A substantial amount of time should be spent on this assignment. 
Exams
The exams will all take place during the regular class period (not during reading period). You will have the entire time slot to complete them. Material covered in the first third of the course will be on Exam 1. Material covered in the second third of the course will be on Exam 2 (i.e. Exam 2 is not cumulative). Material covered at any point during the course will be on the Final Exam (i.e. the Final Exam is cumulative). The format will be a combination of multiple choice, short answer, fill-in-the-blank, and true/false. Please note that if your handwriting is not legible, your answer will be marked wrong. Exams are not graded on a curve; your score is your score.

Extra Credit
Extra credit opportunities are not provided.

Late Policy
Each day an assignment is late, 10% of the total possible score will be subtracted from the final grade. Late begins at 1 minute past the deadline. In general, computer and printer problems and deadlines for other classes are not acceptable reasons for requesting a deadline extension. Save your work regularly, including copying it to somewhere other than your computer. Please let me know about extenuating circumstances as early as possible (ex. illness, family emergencies).
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is using someone else’s words, ideas, or phrases in your work and representing it as your own or not properly attributing the work. Please be aware that copying a phrase or sentence and listing a citation at the end without using quotation marks is plagiarism. Plagiarism is more fully discussed in a handbook called Academic Integrity @ Tufts, issued by the Dean of Students. For this course, you will need to upload your papers at Turnitin.com. If you plagiarize, you may get a zero on the assignment and you may be reported to the dean. Do not plagiarize. If you use a source, cite it. This applies to all information either directly quoted or paraphrased. If you copy words directly, they must be in quotation marks (“  ”).
Writing Requirements
In this course, there are several writing assignments. In general, the ability to community clearly and concisely in written form is an acquired skill. I hope that this course will be useful to you in terms of developing this skill. If you are not a strong writer and are concerned that you will not do well on the written assignments, email Laura at least five days prior to the due date of a written assignment and make an appointment to sit down with her briefly and discuss your approach to the assignment. She can help with overall paper organization and clarity of writing. For each writing assignment, Laura will read no more than one draft per person. If you would like written feedback from her, you must submit your draft at least five full days prior to the assignment’s due date. 

Proofreading for spelling and grammar is essential; it is your responsibility to ensure that your spelling and grammar are perfect. Please pay careful attention to formatting requirements for each assignment. Assignments that are not formatted correctly may not be accepted or you may lose points. Laura will not proofread for spelling and grammar unless you have a compelling reason for her to do so (discuss this with me or Laura).

Students with Disabilities
If you require an accommodation as a result of a documented disability, please register with the Disability Services Office at the beginning of the semester. If you have not already done so, call the Student Services Desk at 617-2000 to arrange an appointment with Sandra Baer, Program Director of Disability Services.
Community Health Program Learning Objectives addressed by CH-099
1. “Students can understand how multiple disciplines bring unique perspectives to cross-cutting questions of health and societies.
a. “Integration of learning disciplinary perspectives
b. “Understanding cultural differences through use of practice and research

2. “Students can explain and apply the basic principles needed to understand health status. This will include exposure to various ways of understanding rates, risk factors, disease determinants, causation, evidence, and intervention.

a. “Oral and written communication skills

3. “Students can explain and assess social and behavioral interventions to improve the health of populations.
a. “Oral and written communication skills
b. “Intercultural skills and abilities

4. “Students can explain the impact of infectious disease on populations

a. “Oral and communication skills
5. “Students can identify the role that public health plays in improving global health

a. “Ethical reasoning”
Lecture Topics and Assignment Due Dates

(Assignments are subject to change)
[image: image1.emf]Date Day Topic Lecturer

Description Due Description Due

1/23 M

Course Overview, Background Knowledge, Rosling on Data Kosinski

1/25 W

Principles and Goals of Global Health Kosinski pp. 3 - 13 25-Jan

1/30 M

Health Determinants, Measurements, and Trends Kosinski pp. 17 - 44 30-Jan

2/1 W

Mock Data Collection Activity

Kosinski

2/6 M

Health, Education, Poverty, and the Economy (Case Study Dracunculiasis) Kosinski pp. 49 - 66 6-Feb First Article Summary 6-Feb

2/8 W

Ethics and Human Rights Kosinski pp. 71 - 84 8-Feb

2/13 M

Introduction to Health Systems Kosinski pp. 87 - 103 13-Feb

2/15 W

Governments and NGOs in International Health

McNulty

Topic for Poster Due 15-Feb

2/22 W

Poster Preparation, Graphical Presentation of Information

Kosinski

2/23 Th

EXAM 1

2/27 M

Gender, Culture, and Health

Kosinski pp. 119 - 135 27-Feb

Second Article Summary

27-Feb

2/29 W

Environment and Health

Kosinski pp. 141 - 156 29-Feb

Poster Reference List Due

29-Feb

3/5 M

Assessing Water, Sanitation, Hygiene (WASH) in the field

Kosinski 2010 Graf 5-Mar

Lit. Review Topic Due

5-Mar

3/7 W

Nutrition and Health Kosinski pp. 161 - 180 7-Mar Third Article Summary 7-Mar

3/12 M

Women's Health Kosinski pp. 185 - 204 12-Mar

3/14 W

EXAM 2

3/26 M

Child and Infant Health Kosinski pp. 209 - 232 26-Mar

3/28 W

Communicable Diseases (General Sense) Kosinski

NONE

Poster 28-Mar

4/2 M

Introduction to Neglected Tropical Diseases

Kosinski pp. 238 - 273 2-Apr

4/4 W

Neglected Tropical Diseases

Kosinski NONE

4/9 W

Malaria, HIV/AIDS, and TB

Kosinski NONE

4/11 M

Unintentional Injuries

Kosinski pp. 301 - 309 11-Apr

Mini Literature Review

11-Apr

4/18 W

Noncommunicable Diseases

Kosinski pp. 279 - 297 18-Apr

4/23

M

Natural Disasters and Complex Humanitarian Emergencies

Kosinski pp. 315 - 331 23-Apr

4/25 W

Collaboratively Addressing Global Health Issues, Review for Exam

Kosinski

pp. 335 - 361 25-Apr

4/30 M

FINAL EXAM

Readings Non-reading Assignments

= Required Assignment

= Optional Assignment
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