FALL 2008

CH 99: SOCIAL MOVEMENTS IN PUBLIC HEALTH
Instructor: Kevin Irwin




Time:  T/Th: 12:00-1:15pm
kevin.irwin@tufts.edu





Room: 306 Anderson












Office Hours: Tue 2:00-3:30 (or by appt T-W-Th)

617-627-2077 (My Office)

112 Packard Ave 3rd Floor




617-627-3233 (CHP Office)
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Population health is shaped by intersecting systems of medical, legal, governmental, scientific, and corporate authority and control. In this course we explore the wide range of forms that health social movements (HSMs) take as collective efforts to alter these systems and redress the unequal distribution of resources that enable or constrain health vulnerabilities and capabilities. These include the access to and provision of health-related goods and services, forms and sources of legitimate knowledge, the prioritization, politicization and the translation of science into policies and practices. 

Our semester will begin with a broad review of social movement theory and research. We then review the foundational concepts in health disparities and identify the locations of power and authority that constitute the objects or targets of HSM. Next we will define common typologies used in the HSMs scholarship. Our foray into HSMs then begins with a review of the role of HSMs in Health Care Reform, looking closely at the Community Health Center movement. We then delve into the distinctive aspects of health-related movements, including the introduction of the biological body into policy debates, challenges to existing scientific and medical knowledge or practice, collaborations among various lay and professional actors, and strategic partnerships with other movements. We will consider the types of goals, resources, strategies and tactics that have been deployed by a number of health movements, beginning with HIV/AIDS-related activism, moving towards a number of women’s health-related movements, and culminating with an exploration of environmental-health movements and contested illnesses. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to:
· Describe the major theoretical approaches in social movement research. 
· Identify and describe the main typologies of Health Social Movements.
· Identify the contributions of social movements to the shaping of health-related policies and practices.
· Describe the development and current state of Health Social Movement scholarship.

· Identify the strategies and tactics that have been deployed by Health Movements, including affiliated efforts with complementary movements.
· Critically analyze a Health-related Movement, identify its strengths and weaknesses, and describe the implications for its future and similar efforts. 
REQUIRED TEXTS
Bonnie Lefkowitz, Community Health Centers: A Movement and the People Who Made It Happen (Rutgers University Press, 2007) ISBN: 0813539129
Steve Epstein, Impure Science: AIDS, Activism, and the Politics of Knowledge (University of California Press, 1996) ISBN: 0520214455
Meredeth Turshen, Women's Health Movements: A Global Force for Change (Palgrave Macmillan, 2007) ISBN: 1403978980 

COURSE WEB PAGE

Additional required readings will be made available throughout the semester on the Blackboard Course Web Page. If there are changes made to the syllabus or an assignment, I will post them on Blackboard and send an e-mail to the class It is your responsibility to ensure that you have access to this page and the materials posted there.


REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION
GRADING - The final grade is based on your ability to think critically and analytically about the course materials, demonstrated through written assignments, the step-wise development of your course paper, and classroom participation, comprised of daily discussion, the introduction of selected readings, and a presentation of your final project to the class. 
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Short Essays (25%): A series of five (5) short essays (300 words max) are required throughout the semester.  These will typically be assigned on a Thursday and due the Tuesday of the following week I will propose a question for each essay to answer that relates to the readings, classroom discussion or guest speaker. 
Reading Introduction/Critique (10%):  During the semester you will be asked to review and critique one of the assigned readings (may be a book chapter), and share this with the class.  What are the major points of this article/chapter? How does it challenge or contribute to our knowledge? What, if any, critiques may you provide about this work? Propose 3 questions for class discussion. Type up and hand in your notes and questions.
Course Paper
The Course Paper is a semester-long endeavor to rigorously analyze some aspect(s) of a Health-related Social Movement (defined widely) topic of your choosing. Each step in the process is intended to facilitate the development of your final paper by providing ample opportunity for intellectual exploration, feedback and development. Early in the semester we will compile a list of Health-related Movements. Your paper should be a structured effort to employ a theoretical framework to answer a question. Approaches to your topic may include: analysis of the development (success, failure) of a particular movement, a comparative analysis of movements (or locations, groups, etc), the progression and consequences of a Contested Illness, the benefits or drawbacks to affiliated efforts between movements, processes and consequences of professionalization or bureaucratization of a movement, etc.
Topic Proposal/Meeting (5%): It is important to begin with at least a provisional topic early in the semester. A very brief working topic proposal is due Week 3, in conjunction with a meeting with the instructor to discuss the possible directions for your proposal.
Annotated Bibliography, Update (5%): The annotated bibliography should contain a minimum of 5 peer-reviewed sources and a description of any additional resources to be used with a justification of their relevance. Describe the gaps and next steps in your information gathering, and update your Proposal as necessary. 
Engagement Experience (10%): Arrange an out-of-class experience related to your final topic. This experience is widely defined, and can include anything from attending an event (fundraiser, public meeting, etc), or interviewing someone who is, or was engaged in your topic. Ideally, your experience will contribute to a deeper your understanding of your topic. A short report (<500 words) of your experience is required, and elements of your experience may be integrated into your paper. We will discuss in more detail in class. 
Draft Paper (15%): A draft version of your final paper is due. I will provide comments only on well-developed draft papers (no outlines!). Be sure to highlight areas in the paper that you are still struggling with, and to which want to draw my attention. 
Presentation (10%): A presentation of your work to the class is required. It is an important opportunity for everyone to receive helpful feedback and questions in a supportive environment, and for all of us to learn and benefit from each other’s findings.
Final Paper (20%) 
Written Work:  All written work should be typed using standard margins and 12-point font. For cited work, use the accepted format of your choosing. Remember, proper spelling, grammar, and formatting are an indication of earnest effort and clarity of thought.
Questions & Concerns:  Together we share the responsibility of learning in and out of the classroom. Please ask for clarification on any forms of course content at any time during class. I also encourage you to meet with me with any concerns you may have with the course. Likewise, I'd be happy to talk with you about your areas of special interest, help brainstorm topics for your final paper, etc. My office hours are posted in the heading of this syllabus, or we can arrange another time if those hours don’t work.
Absences:  If you give advance notice that, by reason of religious observance or an inter-collegiate athletic contest you are entitled to the opportunity to make up that educational experience.

Students with Disabilities:  If you require an accommodation as a result of a documented disability, please be sure to register with the Disability Services Office at the beginning of the semester. If you have not already done so, call the Student Services Desk at 7-2000 to arrange an appointment with Sandra Baer, Program Director of Disability Services.
Timeliness of Assignments:  Assignments may be accepted up to one week after the due date but will be penalized 5% for each day’s delay.  In the interest of fairness, exceptions can only be made for extenuating circumstances.

Academic Integrity:   Students are responsible for producing original work. It is essential to know your rights and responsibilities concerning academic integrity. Please take this seriously.  Students are responsible for knowing what constitutes plagiarism, which is often unintentional. A booklet on academic integrity is available from the Dean’s office at the following link:  
http://uss.tufts.edu/dosa/deansoffice/judicial/academicintegrity.asp 
READINGS: To be completed in advance of corresponding week. Readings preceded by a numeral refer to the Chapter # in the Conrad Reader. Those preceded by a bullet point are found on the course webpage. Shaded readings are recommended but not required. 
WEEK ONE (Sep 2 & 4):  INTRODUCTION AND TOPICS
WEEK TWO (Sep 9 & 11):  SOCIAL DETERMINANTS, CONTROL AND CONTESTED SCIENCE
· Health in an Unequal World Professor Sir Michael Marmot The Harveian Oration Delivered before the Fellows of The Royal College of Physicians of London (18 October 2006)

· Social Determinants of Health: The Community as an Empowered Partner S. Leonard Syme Preventing Chronic Disease (2004) 1 (1): A02

· Manufacturing Uncertainty: Contested Science and the Protection of the Public's Health and Environment David Michaels and Celeste Monforton, American Journal of Public Health (2005) 95:SUPPL 1 pg: S39 -S48
Supplemental (Optional)
· Understanding Social Factors and Inequalities in Health: 20th Century Progress and 21st Century Prospects James S. House Journal of Health and Social Behavior, Vol. 43, No. 2, (Jun., 2002), 125- 142.
· The determinants of health: structure, context and agency Williams, Gareth H. Sociology of Health & Illness, Volume 25, Number 3, (April 2003) pp. 131-154(24) 
· Medicalization and Social Control Conrad, P. Annual Review of Sociology (1992) Vol. 18: 209-232
· Social Conditions as Fundamental Causes of Disease Bruce G. Link; Jo Phelan Journal of Health and Social Behavior, Vol. 35, Extra Issue (1995), pp. 80-94.
· Health Disparities By Race And Class: Why Both Matter Ichiro Kawachi, Norman Daniels and Dean E. Robinson Health Affairs (2006) 24 (2): 343-352
· Social Determinants of Health: The Solid Facts Wilkinson, R. & Marmot, M. World Health Organization, (2003) Second Edition
· Social Sources of Racial Disparities in Health Williams, D. and Jackson, P.  Health Affairs, (2005) 24, no. 2: 325-334

WEEK THREE (Sep 16 & 18):  HEALTH SOCIAL MOVEMENTS  
  9/18 TOPIC & MEETING
· From the Bottom Up: Tracing the Impact of Four Health-Based Social Movements on Health and Social Policies Robert H. Keefe, Sandra D. Lane, Heidi J. Swarts Journal of Health & Social Policy (2006) Vol. 21(3): 55-69.

· Embodied Health Movements: New Approaches To Social Movements In Health, Brown, S., Zavestoski,S., McCormick, S., Mayer, B., Morello-Frosch, R., Gasior Altman, R.. Sociology of Health and Illness (2004) 26:1-31
WEEK FOUR (Sep 23 & 25):  HEALTH SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, Continued 
· Advocating Voice: Organisational, Historical and Social Milieux of the Alzheimer’s Disease Movement Renée L. Beard Sociology of Health & Illness (2004) 26 (6): 797–819.
· Disabled People's Self-Organisation: A New Social Movement? Tom Shakespeare Disability, Handicap and Society (1993) 8 (3): 249-264
WEEK FIVE (Sep 30 & Oct 2):  HEALTH CARE REFORM




· Health Care Reform and Social Movements in the United States Beatrix Hoffman American Journal of Public Health (2003) 93 (1): 75-85

WEEK SIX (Oct 7 & 9): THE COMMUNITY HEALTH MOVEMENT
         10/9 ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY
· Community Health Centers: A Movement and the People Who Made It Happen Bonnie Lefkowitz (2007) Rutgers University Press. 

· The Fundamentals of Community Health Centers Jessamy Taylor National Health Policy Forum Background Paper (August 31, 2004)
WEEK SEVEN (Oct 14 & 16):  THE AIDS MOVEMENT
· Impure Science: AIDS, Activism, and the Politics of Knowledge Steve Epstein, (1996) University of California Press.
· Silence, death and the Invisible Enemy: AIDS Activism and Social Movement ‘Newness.’ Josh Gamson. Social Problems, Vol. 36, No. 4. (Oct., 1989), pp. 351-367.

WEEK EIGHT (Oct 21 & 23):  OUTGROWTHS OF THE AIDS MOVEMENT
· Collective Mobilization and Identity from the Underground: The Deployment of "Oppositional Capital" in the Harm Reduction Movement Neil Wieloch The Sociological Quarterly 43 (1): 45-72.
· Peer Networking for the Reduction of Drug-related Harm D. Allman, T. Myers, J. Schellenberg, C. Strike, R. Cockerill, W. Cavalieri International Journal of Drug Policy (2006) 17: 402–410
WEEK NINE (Oct 28 & 30):  WOMEN’S HEALTH MOVEMENTS                
· Women's Health Movements: A Global Force for Change Meredeth Turshen, (2007) Palgrave Macmillan.
· Gender Differences in the Prevalence of Depression: Artefact, Alternative Disorders, Biology or Roles? Nazroo, James Y.; Edwards, Angela C.; Brown, George W. Sociology of Health & Illness, Volume 20, Number 3, (May 1998) , pp. 312-330(19)
· Violence against Women: Global Scope and Magnitude Watts C, Zimmerman C. Lancet. (2002) Apr 6;359(9313):1232-7.

· Genders, Sexes, and Health: What are the Connections—and why does it matter? Krieger, N. International Journal of Epidemiology (2003) 32:652-657

WEEK TEN (Nov 4 & 6):  WOMEN’S HEALTH MOVEMENTS, CONT’D

     
· The Necessary Contradictions of 'Community-led' Health Promotion: A Case Study of HIV Prevention in an Indian Red Light District Flora Cornish (2007) Social Science and Medicine 64 (2): 496-507 
· Mobilizing Collective Identity to Reduce HIV Risk among Sex Workers in Sonagachi, India: The Boundaries, Consciousness, Negotiation Framework Toorjo Ghose, Dallas Swendeman, Sheba George, Debasish Chowdhury (2008) Social Science and Medicine 67 (2): 311-320
· Searching for Justice for Body and Self in a Coercive Environment: Sex Work in Kerala, India AK Jayasree Reproductive Health Matters (2004) 12 (23):58–67

· Grassroots Participation, Peer Education, and HIV Prevention by Sex Workers in South Africa Catherine Campbell and Zodwa Mzaidume (2001) American Journal of Public Health 91 (12): 1978-1986

WEEK ELEVEN (Nov 13):  ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH MOVEMENTS
                                11/13 ENGAGEMENT EXPERIENCE
· Health, the Environment and Social Movements David Hess Science as Culture (2004) 13 (4): 421-427
· Gender, Embodiment, and Disease: Environmental Breast Cancer Activists' Challenges to Science, the Biomedical Model, and Policy Stephen Zavestoski, Sabrina McCormick and Phil Brown Science as Culture, Volume 13 (4): 565-586
· The Personal Is Scientific, the Scientific Is Political: The Public Paradigm of the Environmental Breast Cancer Movement Sabrina McCormick, Phil Brown, and Stephen Zavestoski Sociological Forum (2003)18 (4) 545-576.

· Disease Categories and Disease Kinships: Classification Practices in the U.S. Environmental Breast Cancer Movement Barbara L. Ley Medical Anthropology (2006) 25:101–138.

· Framing as a Cultural Resource in Health Social Movements: Funding Activism and the Breast Cancer Movement in the US 1990–1993 Emily S. Kolker Sociology of Health & Illness (2004) 26 (6): 820–844

WEEK TWELVE (Nov 18 & 20):  CONTESTED ILLNESSES   










   11/20 FINAL DRAFT
· Medical Modernisation, Scientific Research Fields and the Epistemic Politics of Health Social Movements David J. Hess Sociology of Health & Illness (2004) 26 (6): 695–709.

· Patient Activism and the Struggle for Diagnosis: Gulf War Illnesses and other Medically Unexplained Physical Symptoms in the US   Zavestoski, S., Brown, P., McCormick, S., Mayer, B., D'Ottavi, M., Lucove, J.C. (2004) Social Science and Medicine 58 (1): 161-175

· The Health Politics of Asthma: Environmental Justice and Collective Illness Experience in the United States Phil Brown, Brian Mayer, Stephen Zavestoski, Theo Luebke, Joshua Mandelbaum, Sabrina McCormick Social Science & Medicine  (2003) 57: 453–464

WEEK THIRTEEN (Nov 25):  PRESENTATIONS
WEEK FOURTEEN (Dec 2 & 4):  PRESENTATIONS
       12/12 FINAL PAPER
SUMMARY OF  DUE DATES:
AS ASSIGNED: SHORT ESSAYS (5) AND READING INTRODUCTION
SEP 18

TOPIC AND MEETING
OCT 9 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY
NOV 13 

ENGAGEMENT EXPERIENCE
NOV 20 

FINAL DRAFT
NOV 25, DEC 2&4
PRESENTATIONS AS SCHEDULED
DEC 12 

FINAL PAPER

