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In celebration of our conference’s 22nd Anniversary, we are
interested in investigating Bad Taste. We seek to explore

the ways in which bad taste is identified and utilized. How
does the category of taste create and reify genres? What
role does taste play in a consumer society? If bad taste can
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evoke shame or pride, how do we evaluate or classify it in
terms of affect?
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dimensions of aesthetic taste. How do groups create Bad Manners and Impropriety
consensus about aesthetic norms? How can we historicize Harvard UanCI‘Slty High and Low
the concept of Bat' Taste? Can theories of universality and Nostalgia and Sentimentality

Professor Puchner's teaching and research interests range from drama

Sci Ficti d the Parali
to philosophy to world literature. His scholarship investigates the cience riction and the Faraliterary

particularity help us to understand aesthetic judgment?

points of contact between theater and philosophy, as well as the
geography of literature. He is currently working on a project that

addresses low genres such as fantasy and science fiction and their
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