
Application for Admission: 
Research Experience for Undergraduates Program 

Tufts University 
Department of Biology 

 
Completed materials should be received by March 1, 2012 

Award announcements will be made by April 2, 2012 
 

Please submit the following: 
1) This Application Form (3 pages) 
2) A copy of your undergraduate transcript(s).   
3) An essay of 1-2 pages that describes 

a) your interests in biology and your career aspirations 
b) what you hope to gain from being a participant in the Tufts REU program 

4) Two letters of recommendation (Refer to the recommendation forms), 
preferably from faculty who are familiar with your academic or other work 
related to biology.  Arrange to have the letters of recommendation sent 
directly by mail or email to the program. 

 
Application materials should be sent to the following address: 
Tufts REU Summer Program 
Department of Biology 
120 Dana Hall 
Tufts University 
Medford MA 02155 
Email: REU@tufts.edu 

 
1. Name:_______________________  
 
2. Address (present until________):__________________________________ 

 
Telephone: (     )______________  Email: ______________________ 

 
 Address (Permanent): ___________________________________________ 
 
 Telephone: (     )____________________ 
 
3. Are you a U.S. Citizen or a permanent Resident?  YES   NO 

(you must be a U.S. Citizen or a permanent Resident to be eligible for the 
program) 
 

4. Ethnic Background (please circle those that apply) 

Asian Pacific 
Islander 

Hispanic Native 
American 

African 
American  

Caucasian 

 
5. Gender (please circle)       Male Female 
 



 
6. Academic Record: College/University____________________________ 
     Major Subject      ____________________________ 
     Overall GPA         ____________________________  

    Expected Graduation  ________________________ 
 

 
7. List Biology/Chemistry/Math courses completed (with grades); indicate 

which ones were taken with lab.   
 
 
 
 

 

8. Biology/Chemistry/Physics/Math courses currently enrolled in: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Previous research experience?  Yes_____   No_____ 

Describe experience, or list lab courses if you have no previous research 
experience. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
10. Starting date for the program is May 29, 2012. Participants are expected to 

conduct at least 400 hours of research in their advisor’s laboratory.  In 
addition, they must attend weekly meetings and field trips. Could you fully 
participate in the program from May 29to Aug 06? 

 
 Yes______  No________(Why?)_______________________________ 
 
 Are you interested in continuing to do research during the academic year 
 following your summer experience? 
 
 Yes______(how many hours per week?____________)    
 
 No____(Why?)_________________________________________________ 
 



11.  Indicate your general interests (circle) 

 Behavior Evolution 

 Development Neurobiology 

 Ecology Physiology 

 
12.  Indicate your project preference (rank your top three choices): 
  
 1.__________________________  2___________________________ 
 
 3.__________________________ 
 
 
13. Some projects involving fieldwork will require that you have a car.  Can you 

drive and will you have access to a car during the summer? 
 
 Yes ________  No_________ 
 
 
14. Names, titles, and contact information of two people who you have asked to 

write letters of recommendation (please remind them that recommendations 
are due by March 1, 2012). 

 
a. Name__________________________Title:__________________________ 
 
 Address:______________________________________________________ 
 
 Telephone number: (       )_______________________ 
 
b. Name__________________________Title:__________________________ 
 
 Address:______________________________________________________ 
 
 Telephone number: (       )_______________________ 
 
 
15. Do we have your permission to share your application and letters of 

recommendation with researchers interested in hiring summer research 
students?   Yes ____   No _____ 

 
 
 
 
Applicant’s Signature:_____________________________Date:______________ 



Summer 2012 
NSF Research Experience for Undergraduates Program  

Department of Biology 
Tufts University 

 
The Department of Biology at Tufts University is offering summer research opportunities for 
undergraduates.  The program is funded by the National Science Foundation to provide opportunities for 
several students to do research in various fields of biological sciences.  We would appreciate your 
returning this form or a separate letter by March 1, 2012. 
 
Request for letter of recommendation: 
 
Applicant’s name:___________________________________________________ 
 
1. I have known the applicant for _____years as_______________________ 
 
2. Overall academic ability of the applicant 
 
 Excellent  Good  Fair  Poor 
 
3. I would rank student in top ___% of approximately ____ students I have taught in ____years. 
 
4. Applicant’s promise for research 
 
 Excellent  Good  Fair  Poor 
 
 
5. Please make a brief statement (in the space provided or on separate letterhead) of your evaluation 

of the student.  We are interested in the applicant’s intellectual ability, character, originality, and 
other qualities that you feel are relevant. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommender’s name: (Please type or print)______________________________ 
 
Signature:_________________________________Date:____________________ 
 
Return this form directly to Tufts REU Summer Program, 
Department of Biology, Tufts University, Medford, MA  02155  
REU@tufts.edu 


